Der Deutfhe Krieg

Politifhe Flugfchriften

fHerausgegeben von

Croft Jdch

Bweiundfiinfsigftes Heft

Deutihe Berlags.Anflalt
Stutigart und Berlin 1915



The German War

political pamphlets

Herausgegeben von

Ernst Zackh

Zweiundfiinfzigstes Hest

Deutsche Berlags-Unstalt
Stuttgart und Berlin 1915



Der
Geift deg Militarismusg

Bon

N. Soldmann

®

Deutfdhe Berlags Anflalt
Gtuttgart und Berlin 1915



The
Spirit of Militarism

Nahum Goldmann

(Bilingual Original Text German/English Machine Translation)

Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt
Stuttgart und Berlin 1915



%fle Redhie vordedeilen

Drud ber
Deutihen TerlagsRinflali In Stuligart
DPabier ven ber Paplerfabri! Saledh
in Salad), WBlrtiemberg




All rights reserved

Druck der
Deutschen Verlags-Anstalt in Stuttgart
Papier ven der Papierfabrik Salach
in Salach, Wiirttemberg



Geleitivore

Diefe Schrift gewinnt an Bedeutung durdy die Perfon
ihres Verfaffers: Nadum Golbmann ift von Geburt vuffifcher
Sube; er ift geboren 1894 in Wifdynews al8 Sobn eined
Sdyriftftellers. In friiher Sugend nad) Deutidhland gelommen,
ift er in feinem Denten und Empfinden ein fo guter Deutfdher
geworben, baf er biefe {hine Schrift fiir Deutfchland {dhreiben
tonnte.
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Foreword

This writing gains importance through the person of its author:
Nachum Goldmann is a Russian Jew by birth; he was born in 1894 in
Wischnewo as the son of a writer. Having come to Germany in his early
youth, he became such a good German in his thinking and feeling that

he was able to write this beautiful work for Germany.

The Publisher

Nahum Goldmann (Hebrew: nT71a nima) (July 10, 1895 — August 29,
1982) was a leading Zionist. He was a founder of the World Jewish
Congress and its president from 1951 to 1978, and was also
president of the World Zionist Organization from 1956 to 1968.

- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahum_Goldmann

In the 1930s, he represented the Jewish Agency, the Jewish shadow
government in Palestine under the British mandate, at the League of
Nations.

- https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1982/08/31/nahum-
goldmann/9e71614a-2c6b-4254-84c2-12bbac25fd85/
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https://archive.is/rdc6a
https://archive.is/rdc6a

I

eder grofie Rrieg wird von einem geiftigen Sdlagworte be-

perrfdbt, das ihm in ben Augen der RKriegfithrenden bdie
innere Beredytigung und fittliche Weihe verleipen foll. €3 ift died
teinedivegs eine verwerflidhe, weil etva von Heudyelei zeugende,
fonbern gerabe eine febr erfreulihe Gricheinung. Denn fie eigt,
bafs die Magenfragen {Hlieplid) doch nidyt die ausdfchlaggebenden
Gattoren bdes gefelljdaftlidhen Cebensd bilben, und die Menfdhen,
wenn fie fidh daju entfchlichen, in den RKrieg gegeneinander zu
siehen, ftetd einer Jdee, cines idealen Sieled bediirfen, um au dem
pddyften Grade der Selbftaufopferung, den jeber Krieg verlangt,
begeiftert au werden. Mag bdie proflamierte Parole wabr fein
ober nidyt, widtiger ift die Tatfache, dap eine foldye ftetd pro-
Hamiert wish,

Die Parole, die in diefem Kriege von den Begnern Deutidy-
fanb8 — und fie find 8 ja gewefen, die ihn verurfacyt haben —
audgegeben worben ift, heifit: Rampf gegen den Militavis-
mus. Die wefteuropiifhe Jivilifation Wmpft gegen den preufi-
fipen Militaridmus, gegen den Potsdbamer Beift — diefer Sag
bilbet bie Leitibee aller Betradytungen und Tuferungen fiber den
Rrieg, die man in der franydfifden und englifdyen Preffe lieft und
von den nambafteften Minnern Frantreihs und Englands ver-
tinbet bBrt. Wan wird in Deutfdland gut tun, fih mit diefer
DParole eingehend auseinanderpufegen; fie fo abjutun, dah man
fie nidt ernft nimmt, ober fogar, baf man ihre Vertiinber un-
ehrlidy fdhimpft, ift gewif nidyt die ridytige Art. Eine Sdee, die
von Mdnnern wie BVernard Shaw und Chefterton, von Henri
Bergfon und Cmile Boutvour mit hdhfter Emphafe vertiinbet
wirh, durd) bie ber alte weife Steptiter Anatole France fidhy ders
mafen begeiftert fihlt, daf ev um feine Ginftellung in die Avmee
bat, eine folhe Jdee tann man nid)t — audy jegt nidht — mit
einem Wiy odev einer Beiftreidhele erledigen. Lnd was die andre
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The great war is dominated by a spiritual slogan, which is
supposed to give it the inner justification and moral consecration in the
eyes of the belligerents. This is by no means a reprehensible phenomenon,
because it shows hypocrisy, but a very pleasant one. For it shows that
stomach issues are not, after all, the decisive factors of social life, and that
men, when they decide to go to war against each other, always need an
idea, an ideal goal, in order to be inspired to the highest degree of self-
sacrifice which every war demands. Whether the proclaimed slogan is true
or not, what is more important is the fact that such a slogan is always
proclaimed.

The slogan that has been issued in this war by the enemies of
Germany - and it was they who caused it - is: fight against militarism.
Western European civilization is fighting against Prussian militarism,
against the Potsdam spirit - this sentence forms the central idea of all the
prayers and statements about the war which one reads in the French and
English press and hears proclaimed by the most notable men of France
and England. One will do well in Germany to deal with this slogan in detail;
to dismiss it in such a way that one does not take it seriously, or even to
scold its proclaimers dishonestly, is certainly not the right way. An idea
proclaimed with the g | is by men like Bernard Shaw and
Chesterton, by Henri Bergson and Emile Boutrour, by which the old wise
skeptic Anatole France felt so enthusiastic that he asked to be recruited
into the army, such an idea cannot be settled - not even now - with a joke
or trickery. Lind what the other




At der Wiberlegung betrifft, fo fdheint e8 miv aud) in Kriegs-
aeiten nidt nuv bdie hmfte, fondern audh bie finftigfte
Methode der Polemil ju fcin, ben Gegner alg anftdndig yu be-
tradhten, {o lange wenigftens, al8 er nidht greifbare Beweife einer
unanftindigen Gefinnung gegeben Hat. &8 diirfte fih alfo bodh
wohl der Miihe verlohnen, diejes Shlagwort vom Militaridmus
einmal ndber au betradhten.

Was verftehen die Begner Deutfdhlands darunter? Hier
muf} pon vomberein eing betont werden, um Mifverftindnifje
audpufchliefen: unter militariftifchem Geift wird nidyt friegerifdher
Geift verftanben. €3 wire abfurd, dem beutfdhen Volfe einen
befonderd Triegerifhen Geift yupufpredhen, wad audy in der Tat
nid)t gefchehen ift; wenn ein europiifches BVolt diefe BVeyeihnung
tiberhaupt verbient — idy fcheide hierbei dad offisielle Rupland aus,
wo bas Bolf nidyts, eine teine Cligue alles ift —, fo ift e8 gewih
bas franybfifche. Sn Wabrheit jedody ift feine moberne Nation
triegerif) gefinnt; ber Beift unfrer Seit, der Chavalter Dber
mobemen QBirtfd)aft wie bie Gigenart bes modernen Geiftes ift
allen Friegerifhen O burchaus feind, ift fo friedliebend,
wie ed felten eine Sext gemefen ift.

Alfo triegevifher Geift bildet nidyt den Sinn deffen, was
bie Wortfiihrer Englands und Frantreidys Militaridmus nennen.
Cine befonbere militirifhe Tildhtigleit aber foll aud) nicht mit
biefem Schlagwort beyeichnet werden, denn die Gegner Deutfch-
land8 werden wobl nidht geneigt fein, bdiefe Gigenfdhaft gevade
Deutfchland supuertennen oder, wenn fhon, fie fiiv betdmpfensdwert
3u erfldven. Der Gebante aber, den i) neulidy von einem tlugen
Manne im ,Daily Telegraph” davgelegt fand, dap nimlidy bdas
DHeer ein Unglitd, die Flotte aber ein Segen filr die Kultur fei,
biefer ,geniale Einfall wird wobl andy nidht den Inhalt der Parole
bilben, mit ber die beften Kopfe Englandd und Frantreihs bdie
DBernidytung Deutfdlands alg im Jnterefie der Kultur notwendig
begriinden wollen. So bleibt denn fitv den BVegriff ves Mili-
tavidmug nur ein Sinn {ibrig: er bedeutet, dap der militdrifdhe
®eift das beutjhe Volt audh in feinem nidhtmilitdrifhen Teile
beberr[dhe, daf die Brundfige, auf bdenen dasd Heer aufgebaut ift,
aud) die leitenden Pringipien ded allgemeinen deutfhen Volls-
lebens, bed deutfchen Beifted und der deutfdhen RKultur darftellen.
Will man daber den tieferen Jnbalt bdiefed alfo verftanbenen
8




As far as the method of refutation is concerned, it seems to me to be
not only the noblest but also the most reasonable method of polemics,
even in times of war, to regard the opponent as decent, at least as long as
he has not given tangible evidence of an indecent attitude. It might be
worth the effort to take a closer look at this slogan of militarism.

What do Germany's opponents understand by this? Here one thing
must be emphasized from the outset in order to exclude
misunderstandings: under militaristic spirit is understood not warlike
spirit. It would be absurd to attribute a particularly belligerent spirit to the
German people, which in fact has not happened; if a European people
deserves this designation at all — I exclude official Russia here, where the
people are nothing, a small clique is everything — it is certainly French. In
truth, however, no modern nation is warlike; the spirit of our time, the
character of modern economy, as well as the peculiarity of the modern
spirit, is quite hostile to all warlike inclinations, is as peace-loving as it has
seldom been.

So warlike spirit does not make sense of what the spokesmen of
England and France call militarism. A special military prowess, however, is
not to be called by this catchphrase, for the opponents of Germany will
probably not be inclined to recognize this quality precisely to Germany or,
if so, to declare it worth fighting. But the idea, which | recently found
explained by a clever man in the "Daily Telegraph”, y that emg
is a misfortune, but the fleet is a blessing for culture, this "ingenious" idea
will probably not form the content of the slogan with which the best minds
of England and France want to justify the destruction of Germany as

necessary in the interest of culture. Thus only one meaning remains for
the concept of militarism: it means that the military spirit dominates
the German people also in its non-military part, that the principles on
which the empty is built also represent the guiding principles of the
general German national life, the German spirit and the German
culture. Therefore, if one wants to understand the deeper content of
this,



Militaridmus erfafjen, fo mup man die Pringipien, auf denen
pag mobderne Heerefen bevuht, erfennen; nur vom militdrijdhen
Belfte aus 168Gt fih ber militariftifhe Beift verfteben.

It

Weldped find nun die Pringipien, auf denen jedbed mobderne
Heer beruht? Sie find leicht ju exfennen. Beobaditen wir den
jungen Refruten, wenn er mit 21 Jahren bie Naferne betvict,
um in die Armee eingeveiht ju werben. Was gefchieht mit ihm?
Bweierlei: junddft erbdlt er eine Uniform, die dben dufeven
Stempe!, gleidfam bdie Form feines nun beginnenden militdrifden
Dafeing barftellt; fodbann wird ibm gefagt: von nun an beftebt
beine Aufgabe in nidhts anberm, ald dbas ju tfun, twad dir die
DBorgefesten befehlen; und damit witd ihm bder Inbalt feines
Solbatenlebens offenbart. Wir braudien diefe beiben Vorgdnge
nur pringipiell zu faffen und wir hbaben in ibnen bie awei Grund-
pringipien, auf denen das Heer beruht, die awei Leitideen alles
Militdrifhen aufgefunden: bdie eine Heift Umiformierung,
die andere Subordination.

HUniformierung und Subordination; bas ift es, wasd den mili-
térifdhen Menfdhen vom Jiviliften unterfcheidet. CEr ift sundchit
cinmal Solbat — bied lehrt ihn bie Lniform; ev ift fodbann je
nady bem Range Untergebener ober BVorgefegter — das befagt
bag Subordinationsdpringip.

Betradyten wiv biefe awei Pringipien etiwad ndber; fie find
bebeutfamer und inbaltdvoller, al8 fie auf Den erften BVlid su
fein fdeinen. Denn in ihnen fommen Jdeen jum Ausdbrud, die
al8 foldye gu ben beberrfdhenden Pringipien bed gefamten Kultur-
bafeing {iberbaupt 3dhlen.

Gaffen wir junddft das Lniformierunadprimyip ing Auge;
e8 ift un{dyver au erfennen, dbaf es nur eine Ausdrudsform der
gropen demofratifdhen Sbee ift. Durd) die Uniform werden
alle burd) das Leben gefhaffenen Unterfdyiede der Menfdhen yu-
nédft einmal befeitigt; in der Lniform ift niemand Adliger ober
DBirgerlicher, Milliondr ober Vettler, Riinftler ober Philifter,
Orthodoger ober Atheift, find vielmehr alle nur eingd: Soldaten,
Glieber der Armee. &8 gibt vielleiht im gefamten Umbreis
unfered Lebend feine ftarfere, madytoollere Ausdrudsform bder
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if we are to understand militarism, we must recognize the
principles on which the modern army is based; only from the military
spirit can the militaristic spirit be understood.

[}

So what are the principles on which every modern army is
based? They are easy to recognize. Let us observe the young recruit
when he enters the barracks at the age of 21 to be enrolled in the
army. What happens to him? Two things: first, he receives a
uniform, which is the outward stamp, the form, as it were, of his now
beginning military existence; then he is told: from now on your task
consists in nothing else than to do what your superiors order you to
do; and thus the content of his soldier's life is revealed to him. We
need only grasp these two processes in principle, and we have
found in them the two basic principles on which the army is based,
the two guiding ideas of everything military: one is called uniformity,
the other subordination.

Uniformity and subordination; that is what distinguishes the
military man from the civilian. He is first of all a soldier - this is
taught to him by the uniform; then he is subordinate or superior
depending on the rank - this is what the principle of subordination
says.

Let us take a closer look at these two principles; they are more

significant and more substantial than they seem to be at first sight.
For in them ideas are expressed which as such belong to the
dominating principles of the whole cultural existence in general.
Let us first consider the principle of uniformity; it is easy to see that
it is only one form of expression of the great democratic idea.
Through the uniform all differences of people created by life are first
of all eliminated; in the uniform no one is noble or commoner,
millionaire or beggar, artist or philistine, orthodox or atheist, but all
are only one: soldiers, members of the army. There is perhaps no
stronger, more powerful form of expression of the



bemofratifchen Jbee ol bdie militdrifdhe LUniformierung. &8 ift
denn audy fein 3ufall, daf bder Gebanfe der allgemeinen Webr-
pflicht in ber grdfiten demolvatifhen Maffenerhebung entftanden
ift, bie bie Gefdhidhte Tennt: in ber Franmbfifdhen Revolution;
und man darf wobl behaupten, dbap faum ein anbderes Crgebnisd
diefer Revolution fiiv bie Folgeseit wirlungdvoller und bedeut-
famer geworden ift al8 geradbe ber Gedante der aligemeinen Wepr-
pflidt, der mit Notwenbdigleit sur Umgeftaltung, jur Demotrati-
fierung ber euvopditfdhen Staaten fiihren mufte und benn aud)
gefihrt hat. Der tief bemolratifhe Sug alled WMilitdrifdyen, der
im Uniformierungdpringip sum Ausdrud Tommt, aeigt fih nidht
minder dbeutlih an dber Wahrnehmung, dap alle abfoluten ,Sol-
batentaifer” bei allem Abfolutismus dodh audgefprodyen bemotratijch
waren, von Cifar bis Napoleon.

Die Frangdfifde Reoolution Hhat das moberne Militdr nur
in feiner einen Seite gefdhaffen: in feiner demotratifhen Grund-
lage, in feinem Uniformierungdpringip. Dies eine Pringip aber
erforbert notwendigerweife feine Grgingung durd) ein anbderes.
Atle Demotratie ift al8 folde unvolfommen und, ertrem durds
gefibrt, flir die Dauer unmigliy lebensfihis. Wenn alle
WMenjdpen als villig gleidy erflirt werden und biefe Bleichheit
nun reftlod verwirlliht werden foll, tritt notwendigerweife An-
arcdhie ein. Denn alled Gefegliche beruht auf dem Prinyip des
Gehorfams, der Untevordnung, der Herrfdhaft; unter fidy vblig
Gleidhen ift aber Herrfhaft und Gehorfam undentbar. So
fiibrt ftetd alle fbertriecbene Demolratie sur Demagogie und An-
ardyie, und diefe {dbi&gt dbann mit Notwendigleit in bas andere
Grtvem um: in die Defpotie — ein Gemeinplag gefdidtlicder
Ertenntnid, ber in der Tertia bereitd gelehrt wicd. Died eben
unterfdyeidet die Realitdt von ber Jdeenwelt, dbah tm Reide des
Beiftes bas erftrebendiwertefte die mBglichfte Reinheit der Ideen ift,
in der Welt bes Realen aber etwad nur egiftieren fann, das
auf einer Synthefe ver{chiedener Ertreme beruht. Das demolra-
tifche Prinyip erfordert fo feine Vervollftindigung durdy ein
anbered, burd) fein entgegengefested Primpip: bdag ariftolra-
tifdhe. Sagt dbas eine: die WMenfden find gleidy, fo lebst das
andere: fie gerfallen in Serrfdyende und BVeherrfdhte; offenbart
ung dag eine unfere RNedite, o predigt und dasd andere unfere
Plichten; das eine ermahnt: forbeve, das andere befiehlt: gehordye!
10



democratic idea than military uniforming. It is no coincidence that the
idea of universal conscription originated in the greatest democratic
uprising known to history: in the French Revolution; and it may well be
said that hardly any other result of this revolution has become more
effective and significant for the following period than the very idea of
universal conscription, which had to lead, and therefore also led, to the
transformation, to the democratization of the European states. The deeply
democratic character of all militaries, which is expressed in the principle of
uniformity, is no less evident in the perception that all absolute "soldier
| decidedly atic in all absolutism, from

emperors” were neverth
Caesar to Napoleon.
The French Revolution created the modern military only in its one
aspect: in its democratic basis, in its principle of uniformity. This one
principle, however, necessarily requires its supplementation by another.
All democracy is imperfect as such, and, carried out to the extreme, is
impossibly viable in the long run. If all men are declared to be completely
equal and this equality is now to be realized completely, anarchy
necessarily occurs. For everything legal is based on the principle of
obedience, of subordination, of domination; but domination and obedience
are unthi among equals. Thus all exaggerated democracy
always leads to demagogy and anarchy, and this then turns with necessity
into the other extreme: into pl. of historical

- a commc

knowledge, which is already taught in the tertia. This is what distinguishes
reality from the world of ideas, that in the realm of the spirit the most
desirable thing is the purest possible purity of ideas, but in the world of the
real there can only exist something that is based on a synthesis of
different extremes. The democratic principle thus requires its completion
by another, by its opposite principle: the aristocratic one. If one says that
men are equal, the other teaches that they are divided into rulers and
ruled; if one reveals to us our rights, the other preaches to us our duties; if
one exhorts: di d, the other ds: obey!




Was fo von der demolvatifhen Jdee fiberhaupt gilt, erifft
aud) natiicliy filv dad niformierungsprimip a8 eine partielle
Ausdrudsform derfelben ju; ed erfordert feine Ergingung, feine
Rovreftur dburdy eine ariftolvatifdhe Idee und erbdlt fie durdy
das Suborbinationspringip. Wie fehr diefes anfto!tatxfd;en (Belft
wiberfpiegelt, braudt nidt evft aufgewiefen au
ift die Trennung der Wenfdyen in Befehlende und (Bebotd)enbe fo
veftlos durdhgefithrt wie im Heeve.

Mit diefer Erlenntnis der beiden Primyiplen der IUnifor-

g und ber Subordination, die dbas moberne Militérwefen
beherridhen, al8 RAusdrudsformen ber grofen Ideen ded Demo-
tratijdhen und Ariftolratijdhen, haben wir ihr tiefites Wefen nod
nidht exfaft. Sie laffen fid) nod) weiter urfidleiten auf ein tieferes,
elementarered Dafeindpringip, und bdies in ihrer BVerfdymelaung ju
einer Gefamtibee. Die demofratifhe Jdbee ndmlich, wie fie im
Uniformierung8pringip fidh Gupert, ift von dem gewidhnlichen, be-
tannten Gedvanlen der Menjdhengleidhheit ‘pringipiell verfdieden.
Diefer Gedante dedugiert die Menfdyengleidhheit aus den an-
geborenen, allen Menfden gemeinfamen WMenfdenredhten; er
enthdlt {o von vornberein ein utilitaviftifhed Glement: cin Redyt ift
etivad, wad mir yugute fommet, wasd mic ndglid ift; enthilt da-
neben audy ein vebellifches, vevolutiondres Glement: ein Redht ift
etwas, was id) mir exfordern unb gegebenenfalld extdmpfen mup;
und enthilt endblidy ein entwiitdigendes, plebejifches Element: ihm
ift bie plebejifdye Gefte bes Bittens eigenttimlich; Oeines , Bleichheits-
flegel find befannt. Ale drei EigentimlichLeiten offenbart bdiefe
Form bes bemolratifdhen Gedantend am ftdrtften in dbem Ereignis,
in dem fie fidh {o audgelebt bat, tvie niemald iwieber: in der
Frangofifhen Revolution. Dap fle revolutiondr war, braudyt
nidyt gefagt au werben: wie rafd fie ibren urfpriinglihen Jdea-
(idmus verlor und banal-utilitariftifdh wurde, ift betannt; und dap
ed nie eine plebejifhere Jeit gegeben Dat als jene Sahre, in denen
bie Marat und Robespierre die Herrfhaft innebatten, ift nid
minber befannt,

Gany anbers ift bie bemolratifde Idee, wie fle im militavifi-
fhen HUniformierungspringip sum Ausdrud fomme. Diefe leitet
die Bleidhheit ‘aller nidt aus den gemeinfamen RNedhten ab,
fondern aug den gemeinfamen Pflidgten. AB Menfdh
bat man Redite, ald Soldat aber Hat man in erfter Reibe

1n




What is true of the democratic idea in general is also true, of course,
of the principle of uniformity as a partial form of expression of the same; it
requires its addition, its correction by an aristocratic idea, and obtains it by
the principle of subordination. The extent to which this reflects the
aristocratic spirit need not be demonstrated; nowhere is the separation of
people into those who command and those who obey carried out so
completely as in the army.

With this recognition of the two principles of uniformity and
subordination which dominate the modern military system, as expressions
of the great ideas of the democratic and aristocratic, we have not yet
grasped their deepest essence. They can be traced back even further to a
deeper, more elementary principle of existence, and this in their fusion into
an overall idea. The democratic idea, as it expresses itself in the principle
of uniformity, is principally different from the ordinary, familiar idea of
human equality. This idea deduces human equality from the innate human
rights common to all human beings; it thus contains from the outset a
utilitarian element: a right is something that benefits me, that is useful to
me; it also contains a rebellious, revolutionary element: a right is
something that | must demand and, if necessary, fight for; and it finally

contains a degrading, plebeian it is p liar to the plebeian
gesture of asking; Leine's "equality flail" is well known. All three
peculiarities of this form of the democratic thought are revealed most
strongly in the event in which it lived itself out as never again: in the
French Revolution. That it was revolutionary need not be said: how quickly
it lost its original idealism and became banal-utilitarian is well known; and
that there has never been a more plebeian period than those years in
which the Marat and RobeSpierre held sway is no less well known.
Quite different is the democratic idea as expressed in the militaristic
principle of uniformity. It derives the equality of all not from common
rights, but from common duties. As a human being, one has rights, but
as a soldier, one has first and foremost




Pflichten; ber freigeborene Menjh des Rouffeaufdyen ,Contrat
social* fordert; der Golbat gehorcd)t. Das demolratifche Elni-
formierungdpringip findet feine Stilge und BVeredytigung im arifto-
Teatifhen Subordinationsprimyip: im Gehordhen, in der Erffillung
brer Subordinationspflidhten find fidy alle Soldaten gleih. Damit
aber gewinnt die demolratifdye Jbee, wie fie und im Heeve ent-
gegentritt, ftatt bes utilitatiftifdhen Charalters einen ethifchen, ftatt
bes revolutiondren einen tonfervativen, ftatt bes plebefifdhen einen
ariftotratifhen: die Erfitllung feiner Pflidhten verleiht dem Men-
fdhen Wiirdegefiibl und Stolzbewuptiein. Sudyt man nun nad)
ben geifteSgefdichtliden, philofophifdhen Quellen beiber Formen
bed bemofratifden Gedantend, fo witd man fie mithelod finben:
ber bemofratifhe Gedanfe der Wenfhenvedhte, wie ifn bie
Franpdfifhe Revolution f lierte, ift geb aus der framys-
fihen rationaliftifchen AufHdrungsphilofophie; der bemotratifdhe
Gedante ber Solbatenpflidhten ift bagegen entftanden aus ber
beutfhen ibealiftijhen Philofophie. War bder Citopen bder
Framydfifdyen Revolution bad lebenbig gewordene Theorem besd
»Contrat social®, fo mag man bdemgegeniiber mit Redht ben
preupifden Gelbwebel ald den perfonifijierten fategorifhen Sm-
perativ Kantd bejeichnen.

Hier find wic nun fhon dabin gelangt, wobin die BVertiinder
ber Parole: Nieder mit bem Militaridmus! hingielen. Sie wollen
mi¢ ihrem Shladhtruf fagen: der Geift, der im Militdr Herr{dht,
fei fpesififd deutfher Geift. Wiv Haben in ber Analpfe ber
Grundelentente bdes militdrifdhen Geiftes ertannt, daf fie rvedyt
baben. Diejenige Jbee, die diefen militariftifhen Beift vor allen
anbcm dyaratterifiert, ift dev Gedante der dburd) die allen Menfdhen

inf Plichten begriindeten Menfdhengleichheit; diefe Idee
aber ift eine fpesifijch beutfd)e Sdee. Cﬁugenbe bat bet beutfche
@eift einen reineren und erhabeneren Uusdrud gefunden ald in
ber idealiftifdyen Pbilofopbie; nidts ift fiiv bie idealiftifche Philo-
fophie wefentlidher und chavalteriftifcher alg ipre Ethit; Leine Jdee
ift fitr die Eehit der ibealiftifhen Philofophie bezeichnender und
widytiger ald die ber Pflicht, Tein Befiih! ibrer Moral eigen.
tiimlidyer al8 bad ber Wiirde. Veibes aber: Pflidtivee und
WHirdegefiibl find die beiden hichiten Sugenden, die der militdrijche
®eift tennt, find die fhdnften Cigenfchaften, die den militirifden
Menfdyen pieven.
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duties; the freeborn man of Rousseau's "Social Contract“ demands; the
soldier obeys. The democratic principle of uniformity finds its support
and justification in the aristocratic principle of subordination: in
obeying, in fulfilling their duties of subordination, all soldiers find
themselves equal. Thus, however, the democratic idea, as it confronts
us in the army, acquires an ethical character instead of a utilitarian one,
a conservative one instead of a revolutionary one, an aristocratic one
instead of a plebeian one: the fulfillment of one's duties gives man a
sense of dignity and pride. If one now looks for the intellectual-
historical, philosophical sources of both forms of democratic thought,
one will find them effortlessly: the democratic thought of human rights,
as formulated by the French Revolution, was born from the French
rationalist philosophy of Enli iment; the d atic thought of the
soldier's duties, on the other hand, arose from the German idealist
philosophy. If the citizen of the French Revolution was the living
theorem of the "Social Contract”, then one may, on the other hand,
rightly call the Prussian sergeant as the personified categorical
imperative of Kant.

Here we have already reached the point where the proclaimers of
the slogan: Down with militarism! are aiming. With their battle cry they
want to say: the spirit that rules in the military is specifically German
spirit. We have seen in the analysis of the basic elements of the
militaristic spirit that they are right. The idea which characterizes this
militaristic spirit above all others is the idea of human equality based on
the duties common to all men; but this idea is a specifically German
idea. Nowhere has the German spirit found a purer and more sublime
expression than in idealistic philosophy; nothing is more essential and
characteristic for idealistic philosophy than its ethics; no idea is more
characteristic and important for the ethics of idealistic philosophy than
that of duty, no feeling more peculiar to its morals than that of dignity.
Both, however: the idea of duty and the feeling of dignity are the two
highest virtues known to the military mind, are the most beautiful
qualities that adorn the military man.




Diefe Erlenntnis von ber Wefendvermandeidhaft militariftijden
und deutfhen Geifted tritt nod) in anderer Hinfidht jutage, in
bem Gedanten nimlich, der, Uniformierungs- und Subordinations-
pringip, Pflicdhtibee und Wlirdegefllhl in fih vereinigend, bdie
oberfte Jbee alled militdvi{dhen Geiftes darftellt, bicjenige, in der
ev feine Hdchite KReisnung erfahrt: in der Jbee ded Organidmus.
Qeder, ber ein modernes Heer in feiner Befamtheit anfdhaut, wird
ipm — fei er audy fanatifher Pasifift und Antimilitarift — feine
hadyfte B berung nidyt verfagen Idnnen; e gibt fein yweited
Bebifoe in unfever 3eit, das bie grofe und fdwere Aufgabe, aus
einer AUnzabl von Eingelmenjdyen einen neuen, gefdhloffenen und
cinbeitlihen Organidmus ju fdaffen, fo volfommen geldft hat
wie bdie AUrmee. Keine anbere Korporation, fein Verein, fein
RKub, teine Benoffenfdafe, feine Partei, leine RNirde fann fich,
was Gejdploffenbeit und Eindeitlihleit betrifft, dem Heere ur
Sefte ftellen, Weldyer Gedanfe aber lomme in diefer hdchften
Leiftung des militdrifchen Geiftes yur BVerwirtlihung, wenn nidht
bie Jbee bed Organidmus? Die Jdee, bie eben befagt, daf ein
organifhes Bebilde mebr ift al8 eine medhanifdhe Sufammen-
faffung bder Eingelglieder, daf das Ganze mehr ift al8 bie Summe
feiner Teile, bap — bdiefen Gedanfen aufé Menfdylid) - Soziale
angewandt — ein  organifdes Kolleftioum ein Hheres und
Wertoolleres barftellt ald die willtitrlihe, gefeglofe Sufammen-
faffung aller Eingelindivibuen. Diefen grofen Gebanlen bis jur
podhften BVoltommenbeit verwirllicht su haben, ift dbas grdpte
piftovifhe BVerbienft der modernen Avmee, ift bie gewaltigfte
Leiftung des militariftifhen Geiftes.

Aber audy theoretifch, in der Analpfe ihres gedantlihen In-
balts, erweift fich die Jdee bed Organidmus ald der oberfte, be-
berr{dhende Bedante des militdrifchen Beiftes; fie birat in fich die
beiben Leitprinyipien besfelben: bdas Uniformierungs- und das
Subordinationdpringip. Jeder Organidmus bedeutet sunddyft die
RNivellierung und die Uniformierung feiner Teile; fie find alle
gleidhy al3 Teile des Hiheren Ganyen; er beveutet aber fodann die
Glicderung der Teile untereinander nady Rangpringipien, ald
bdhere und niedeve: ibre Subordinierung. Man darf jagen: dbas
Demolratifhe mit dem Aviftotratifhen verjdhmolyen, ergibt die
Jdee ded Organismus. Theovetifh wie praftifd erteift fie fich
al8 bie leitende Jbee des Militaridmus.
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This realization of the affinity between the militaristic and the German
spirit appears in another respect, namely in the idea which, uniting the
principle of uniformity and subordination, the idea of duty and the feeling
of dignity, represents the highest idea of all military spirit, the one in which
it experiences its highest culmination: in the idea of the organism. Anyone
who looks at a modern army in its entirety, even if he is a fanatical pacifist
and anti-militarist, will not be able to deny him his highest admiration;
there is no other entity in our time which has so perfectly solved the great
and difficult task of creating a new, united and uniform organism out of a
number of individuals as the army. No other corporation, no association,
no club, no cooperative, no party, no church can stand beside the army as
far as unity and uniformity are concerned. But what idea comes to fruition
in this supreme achievement of the military spirit if not the idea of the
organism? The idea that an organic structure is more than a mechanical
summary of the individual members, that the whole is more than the sum
of its parts, that - applying this thought to the human - social - an organic
collective represents something higher and more valuable than the
arbitrary, lawless summary of all individual persons. To have realized this
great idea to the highest perfection is the greatest historical merit of the
modern army, is the most tremendous achievement of the militaristic spirit.

But also theoretically, in the analysis of its intellectual content, the
idea of the organism proves to be the supreme, dominating thought of the
military spirit; it contains within itself the two guiding principles of the
same: the principle of uniformity and the principle of subordination. Every
organism means first of all the leveling and the uniforming of its parts;
they find all equal as parts of the higher whole; but it means then the
subdivision of the parts among themselves according to principles of rank,
as higher and lower: their subordination. One may say: the democratic
merged with the aristocratic results in the idea of organism. Theoretically
and practically it proves to be the leading idea of militarism.



Bugleid) aber ift biefe Jbee eine der bedeutfamften und folge-
reidyften bex gefamten beutjchen Philofophie, bed gefamten deutfdhen
Beiftes. Ob man RKant nennt ober Goethe, Fidhte ober Schiller,
Sdpelling oder Leffing, Degel ober Herder, Novalis odber Mary,
— um ywei Miinner von der groften Polaritit ded Seind und
Dentens au nennen — bei allen ift bie Jdee bes Organidmus
biefenige, die ihr gefamtes Denfen leitet und beherridt. Dah
bas Abfolute wertvoller fei ald dbad Singuldre, [bas Algemeine
bedeutfamer fei al8 bad Indbividbuelle, dbasd Gange mebr fei als die
Summe aller Teile, bad war der teffte Glaube dev beutiden Pbhilo-
{opbie unb ber beut{hen Didyttunft auf ihrer Hvhften Entwidlungs:
ftufe; diefer Gebanfe beherrfht oll ihre WMetaphyfit, all ibre
Gthit, ibre Viftbetit ebenfo mwie ihre Staatslehre, ihre Natur-
auffaffung nidyt minber wie thre fopialen Jdeen; fie ift Ausgangs-
punft und Endpuntt, BVorausfegung und Refultat; fie ift eine
wabrhaft sentvale Jdee ded deutfhen Geiftes.

Was wir vorbin als den hod)ften Gedanlen bder ibealiftifden
Ethit erfannten, der Begriff der PRidhe, ift nur eine Ableitung
aud biefer funbamentalen Jbee bded Organidmus; iweil bie
Menfhbeit eben mebr ift al8 der WMenfdy, weil die Menfchpeit
nidt die Gumme ber Eingelindivibuen, vielmehr bdas Eingels
inbivibuum nur einen Feil der Gefamtmenfdhbeit bavftelt, find
nidht bie Redyte, bdie der Eingelne von der Gefameheit fordern
tann, bag Primdve, fondern die Plidten, die er ihr gegenitber
erfiillen mup. Lnd ebenfo wie man bie fpesififh deutfdhe Eehit
ber Pflidyten ausd ber Jbee ded Organidmud ableiten fann, fo
[affen fidy die meiften grofien, {ddpferijhen Bedanten der beutjidhen
RKultur legten Endes auf fie surfidieiten. Man hat fie benn audy
fdyon vielfady — fo vor allem Hippolyte Taine — ald die Sentral-
ibee der mobdernen bdeutjhen Geiftestultur bepeichnet,

So gelangen wir denn aud) hier su derfelben Erlenntnis: e
ift ridgtig, wenn man den militariftifdhen Geift mit
pem deut{dhen identifipiert. Die Jdbee bes Organidmus in
all ihren Audgeftaltungen erfannt und vertiinbet ju Haben, bilbet
bie grofte Tat des deutfdien Beiftes; die Jdee ded Organidmus
vollfommener al8 alle andberen realen Gefelljchaftdgebilde ver-
wirllidt ju haben, madyt die grdfte Leiftung bdesd militariftifden
Beiftes aus. Militariftifder und deutfder Geift find im Grunde
identifd.
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At the same time, however, this idea is one of the most significant
and consequential of the entire German philosophy, of the entire German
spirit. Whether you speak of Kant or Goethe, Fichte or Schiller, Schelling
or Lessing, Hegel or Herder, Novalis or Marx, to name two men of the
greatest polarity of being and thinking, in all of them the idea of the
organism is the one that guides and controls their entire thinking. That
the absolute is more valuable than the singular, that the general is more
significant than the individual, that the whole is more than the sum of all
parts, that was the deepest belief of German philosophy and of German
poetry at its highest stage of development; this thought dominates all its
metaphysics, all its ethics, its aesthetics as well as its state theory, its
conception of nature no less than its social ideas; it is starting point and
end point, precondition and result; it is a truly central idea of the German
spirit.

What we recognized earlier as the highest idea of idealistic ethics,
the concept of duty, is only a derivation from this fundamental idea of the
organism; because humanity is more than man, because humanity is not
the sum of the individuals, but the individual is only a part of the whole,
the primary thing is not the rights which the individual can demand from
the whole, but the duties which he must fulfill towards it. And just as the
specifically German ethics of duties can be derived from the idea of the
organism, so most of the great creative thoughts of German culture can
ultimately be traced back to it. It has been called the central idea of
modern German intellectual culture many times, especially by Hippolyte
Taine.

Thus we come to the same conclusion: it is correct to identify the
militaristic spirit with the German one. To have recognized and
proclaimed the idea of the organism in all its forms is the greatest deed
of the German spirit; to have realized the idea of the organism more
perfectly than all other real social forms is the greatest achievement of
the militaristic spirit. Militaristic and German spirit is basically identical.



Man geftatte miv, dasfelbe noch tury in anbever Weife su
formulieren. Jcb Habe friiber einmal (f. ,Bon deutfcher Ordnung
in der ,Grantfurter eitung”, erfted Morgenblatt vom 18. Sept.
1914) den fpepififh deutfdhen Geift ald Geift ber Ordnung
3u deftnieren gefucdht. Das eben Gefagte (duft auf basfelbe hinaus.
Qudy die Sbee ber Ordrung birgt in fid) die beiden Pringipien der
bemotratifhen Uniformierung und der ariftotratijden Suborbdination.
BWill man eine Anaabhl von Dingen ordnen, fo mup man fie yunddft
uniformieren, einander gleichftellen al8 gleidhe Objelte der ordbuenden
Fhtigleit; Leined darf biefer Titigleit entjogen werdben. Sodann
aber mup man unter ben Dingen ein Subordinationdverhiiltnis
berftellen; man muf fie pyramidal aufbauen, nadhy Klaffen und
QRingen. LUnd Ddiefed gange fo geordnete Gebilde will nun als
neue Einbeit aufgefaht werden, nidht mehr als die Summe bder
geordneten Dinge, fondern ald ein neued Ganged: und Hier treffen
wiv wieber die Jvee ded Organidmus. Ob man den beutidhen
@eift al8 Beift der Ordrung bepeichnet oder die Jdee bes Orga-
nigmus al8 den fpesififbften Gedanfen ded beutfhen Beiftes ere
fldct, Geides befagt dadfelbe: man befiniert das eine Wal ben
beutfhen Geift nady feinem formalen Charatter und dyavatterifiert
ihn das andere Mal in feiner inhaltlichen Eigenart; und 8 Lommt
beiben Bezeihnungen gleidh, wenn man ihn ben militariftifdhen
Beift nennt.

il

Snfoweit alfo ift der Shladtruf der Begner Deutfdlands
wohl beredhtigt. Deutihen Geift darf man al8 militariftijden Geift
bepeidhnen. &8 fragt fich nunmehr, ob audy ber anbdere, widytigere
Keil ber Parole berehtigt ift: das ,Nieder mit dem Milita-
ridmus”, diefe negative Bewertung und BVerurteilung ded milita-
riftifgen Beiftes. Womit wird diefe Berurteilung begriindet?
Jm Namen welder Sdee erfldren die Shaw und Chefterton, bdie
Boutrour und Anatole France dben Militarimus fiiv betimpfens-
wert? Jm Namen der wefteuropdifchen Sivilifation, antworten
fie. Priifen wir nun audy diefen eil ber Parole rubig, niichtern,
obne ung durd) den dréhnenden Rlang bdes A-bas! irgendwie be-

influffen ober gar erregen ju laffen,

Die wefteuropdijdye Sivitifation! HUnterfuchen wir fie daraufpin,
ob ber militariftifche Geift ihr in der Tat fo feindlich, fo hemmend
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Allow me to formulate the same thing briefly in another way. | once
tried to define the specifically German spirit as the spirit of order (see "Von
deutscher Ordnung” in the "Frankfurter Zeitung”, first morning paper of
Sept. 18, 1914). What has just been said amounts to the same thing. The
idea of order also contains within itself the two principles of democratic
uniformity and aristocratic subordination. If one wants to order a number
of things, then one must first uniformize them, put them on a par with each
other as equal objects of the ordering activity; none must be withdrawn
from this activity. Then, however, one must establish a relationship of
subordination among the things; one must build them up pyramidally,
according to class and ranks. And this whole structure thus ordered now
wants to be conceived as a new unity, no longer as the sum of ordered
things, but as a new whole: and here we meet again the idea of the
organism. Whether one describes the German spirit as the spirit of order
or explains the idea of organism as the most specific thought of the
German spirit, both say the same thing: on the one hand, one defines the
German spirit according to its formal character and on the other hand,
characterizes it in its individuality in terms of content; and it is the same
for both designations if one calls it the militaristic spirit.

In this respect, the battle cry of the opponents of Germany is
probably justified. The German spirit can be called a militaristic spirit. The
question now is whether the other, more important part of the slogan is
justified: “"Down with militarism"”, this negative evaluation and
condemnation of the militarist spirit. What is the justification for this
condemnation? In the name of what idea do Shaw and Chesterton,
Boutrour and Anatole France declare militarism worth fighting? In the
name of Western European civilization, they answer. Let us now examine
this part of the slogan calmly, soberly, without letting ourselves be
influenced or even excited in any way by the booming sound of the A-bas!
The Western European civilization! Let us examine it to see whether the
militaristic spirit is indeed so hostile to it, so inhibiting.



ift. Werfen wir punddft einen Blik auf den materiellen Lnter-
bau unfever ivilifation, auf die modberne Wirtfdhafe. Was
dharalterifiert unfeve heutige Wirt{haft vor allem anderen, was
unterfcheibet fie von ben Wirtfdhaftéformen vergangener Jeiten?
Die befte Erlenntnis gibt uné bdie unmittelbare Anfdhauung.
Betreten wiv alfo einen der Vrennpunlte unfered heutigen Wirt-
fhaftlebens, eine moderne Jnbuftrieftadt. Wasd und jundchft
auffalt, find die grofen, riefigen Fabrilgebdude, cinfirmig, lange
weilig, grau, ,wie Kafernen” midhten wir unwilltiictich ausdrufen,
und benfen an bdie alte 3eit, da e8 folded nod) nidht gab und
jeber Meifter feine fleine LWerlftatt Hatte. LWir betreten eine
foldye Fabritstaferne: Scharen von Menjden fteben und arbeiten,
gleidbfdrmig, im Lalt, mechanifch, immer bie gleihen Bewegungen,
diefelben Berridhtungen, ,wie auf Nommando”, entfdhrt e8 uns
von felbft; und twieber benfen wiv an die alte 3eit, dba bie Arbeit
jebed einzelnten nody fo vielfeitig und wedyelveich war unbd in jeber
Wertftatt nur der Meifter mit einigen Gefellen arbeiteten, Die
Mittagdftunde {dldgt; Taufende von AUcbeitern entftxémen bden
Fabriten; ernft, vafdh nad) Haufe eilend; weldh ein monotoner
Rbythmus in ihrem Sdhritt; ,wie Solvaten” vergleidhen wir fie
unwillfiiclich und entfinnen uns dabei ber nationaldtonomijden Lehr-
biicher, in denen man in der Tat von den modernen Fabrifarbeitern
al8 von ,Inbduftriefolbaten” au fpredien pflegt; und wibhrend uns die
nationaldfonomifden Lebrbiicher einfallen, benfen wir an ben
genialen Denler, der mit unvergleihlidher Schirfe dbas Wefen der
peutigen Wirtfdaftsform erfaht bat, an Karl Marr, und er-
innern ung ber ,Refervearmee”, von ber er immer fpridht als der
Maffe, ausd der fid diefe Arbeiter vefrutieren. Seltfam! Die
Arbeitdftitten nennen wir Fabrifstafernen, bdie Urbeiter Jn-
buftriefoldaten, die Urbeitfudyenden eine ,Refervearmee”, und dev
Geift diefer Wirtfhaftsform foll im {hdrften Wiberfpruch ftehen
sum militariftijgen Geift? Soll bag Spradygefiihl, das fonit fo
fdbarf und tief blicdkt, fih Dier gevabe fo ftar? verfeben baben?
Ober liegt e8 da nidht viel ndher, angunehmen, der Geift unferer
beutigen Wirtfhaft fei dem militaviftijhen Geift vielmebr ver-
wandt und wefendibnlih? [n der Tat, e8 gehirt bdie ganpe
Werblendung von Kriegdapoftein dazy, um auf den Gedanten su
tommen, ber Geift der mobdernen Wirt{haft befinde fidy in einem
®egenfag yum militaviftijhen Geift; aber gerade umgetehre! Diefer
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Let us first take a look at the material underpinnings of our civilization, at
the modern economy. What characterizes our present economy above all
others, what distinguishes it from the economies of past times? The best
insight is provided by direct observation. So let us enter one of the focal
points of our present economic life, a modern industrial city. What strikes
us first are the large, huge factory buildings, monotonous, boring, gray,
"like barracks" we would like to exclaim involuntarily, and think of the old
days, when there were no such things and every master craftsman had his
little workshop. We enter such a factory: crowds of people stand and work,
uniformly, in time, mechanically, always the same movements, the same
tasks, "as if on command", it comes to us of its own accord; and again we
think of the old time, when the work of each individual was still so versatile
and varied, and in each workshop only the master worked with a few
journeymen. The noon hour is striking; thousands of workers are pouring
out of the factories; serious, hurrying to rest; what a monotonous rhythm
in their step; "like soldiers" we compare them involuntarily and remember
the national economic textbooks, in which one is indeed used to speak of
the modern factory workers as of "industrial soldiers; And while the

" 1 texthook

r come to mind, we think of the brilliant thinker

who grasped with incomparable acuity the of today's

form, Karl Marx, and recall the "reserve army" of which he always speaks
as the mass from which these workers are recruited. Strange! We call the
workplaces factory barracks, the workers industrial soldiers, the job
seekers a "reserve army," and the spirit of this economic form is supposed
to be in sharpest contradiction to the militaristic spirit? Should the feeling
for language, which otherwise looks so sharply and deeply, have just
provided itself so strongly here? Or is it not much closer to assume that
the spirit of our present-day economy is rather related and similar in
essence to the militaristic spirit? In fact, it takes all the delusion of war
apostles to get out of thinking that the spirit of modern economics is in
opposition to the militaristic spirit; but just the other way around!



®eift iff nidhtd andered ald militariftifher Geift; diefe Fabrifen
find in ber Tat Kafernen, bdiefe AUrbeiter in Wirllichleit Sole
daten. &3 ift die militariftijhe Form bdes Jufammentvirlens, bdie
bag Wefen unferer beutigen Wirtfdhaftsform geformt hat. Ale
Leitpringipien und Jdeen des militariftifhen Geifted findet man
bier tieder. Sunddhft und vor allem dad Uniformierungsprinyip:
weldhe Kraft in der modernen Jeit hat uniformierender, demotra-
tifher gewivlt al8 Ddie moberne Wirtihaft? Mehr als Ddie
Framybfijde Revolution, mehr ald8 Voltaire und Rouffeau, medr
alg alle Prediger und Pbhilofophen Hat fie den Triumphzug bder
Demolratie im 19. Jahrhbundert ermiglidht. Sie Hat alle Tra-
bitionen gerftore, alle erevbten, in langen Jabrhunberten Hevaus.
triftallifierten Gefellfchaftdformen revolutioniert, Hat den Bauer
von feiner Scholle geriffen, den Handwerfer aus feiner Wertftdtte
verjagt, ben Krdmer aud feiner Vehibigleit Herausdgerdittelt, den
Ubdligen aus feinem Schlofie herausgeholt und fie alle vor den
Sriumphwagen ibrer Erfolge gefpannt. Wo e8 friiber unter den
arbeitenden RKlaflen ungepihlte gefeldaftliche Typen gab, bat
fie nur einen Typud entftehen laffen: den Jndbuftriefoldaten; an
bie Gtelle ber vielen einen Milieud von friiher Hat fie ein ein-
siges, graues neue8 Milieu gefest: die Welt ded Proletariats,
der Refervearmee; und in den obeven Gefellfdhaftdididten das-
felbe Bild: wo ed friiher Biirgerliche und Ablige, Grandfeigneur
und Kaufmann gab, fudht fie aud ihnen allen einen einzigen, ein-
Beitlichen neuen Typus zu {daffen: den RKapitaliften. nd wenn
beute fo viele {iber dad Verfdwinden aller traditionalen Werte
und Cigenarten flagen und jammern, dbap die Welt bald nur nodh
aus gleidférmigen businessmen befteben werdbe, fo trdgt vor allem
Sdyuld daran die moderne Wirtfhaft: fie Hat diefe Uniformierung
ber Welt berirkt.

Ader aud) das weite Pringip der Subordbination beherridyt
fie nidht minder {tarf al8 bdas IUniformierungSpringip. Jn bder
trabitionellen, alten Wirtjdaft gab 8 Yeine Subordination; jeber
QArbeiter war felbftindig; Meifter und Gefelle {tandben fid im
Grunde gleidh: jeder Meifter war Gefelle getvefen, jeder Gefelle
witd Meifter werden. Weil diefe mittelalterliche Wirtfhafts-
form teine Lniformierung fannte, bedurfte fie nidyt der Sub-
orbination. Heute ift ed anders. Diefe Heere ber Jnbduftrie-
folbaten miiffen fommanbdiert twerden; nuv bei ftrengfter Linter-
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This spirit is nothing but militaristic spirit; these factories are in fact barracks,
these workers are in fact soldiers. It is the militaristic form of interaction that
has formed the essence of our present economic form. All the guiding
principles and ideas of the militaristic spirit can be found here. First and
foremost, the principle of uniformity: what force in modern times has had a
more uniform, more democratic effect than modern economics? More than the
French Revolution, more than Voltaire and Rousseau, more than all preachers
and philosophers, it has made possible the triumph of democracy in the 19th
century. It has destroyed all traditions, revolutionized all inherited forms of
society that have crystallized over long centuries, torn the peasant from his
soil, expelled the artisan from his workshop, shaken the grocer out of his
laziness, brought the nobleman out of his castle and harnessed them all to the
triumphal chariots of their successes. Where there used to be innumerable
social types among the working classes, it has created only one type: the
industrial soldier; in place of the many small milieus of former times, it has set
a single, gray new milieu: the world of the proletariat, the reserve army; and in
the upper social strata the same picture: where there used to be bourgeois and
aristocrats, grand seigneur and merchant, it seeks to create from them all a
single, uniform new type: the capitalist. And if today so many complain about
the disappearance of all traditional values and peculiarities and lament that the
world will soon consist only of uniform businessmen, it is above all the
modern economy that is to blame: it has brought about this uniformity of the
world.

But the second principle of subordination dominates them no less
strongly than the principle of uniformity. In the traditional, old economy, there
was no subordination; every worker was independent; master and journeyman
were basically equal: every master had been a journeyman, every journeyman
will become a master. Because this medieval economic form did not know
uniformity, it did not need subordination. People are different. These armies of
the industrial soldiers must be commanded; their cooperation is only possible
with the strictest subordination and discipline.



ordnung und Difaiplin iff ihr Sufammenarbeiten mdglih. Dan
fdbaue in einen mobdernen Grofbetrieb Hinein: von den Werk-
flibrern big aum oberften Generaldireltor — wie wohlgeordnet
ift dbody die Nangfolge dber Vorgefegten; in feinem AUvmeelorps
ift fie ftrenger geregelt.

Sa, militariftijder Geift beherrfdyt unfere heutige Wirtfchaft.
Wie in der Armee bder einzelne nicdhtd, das Ganye alles ift, fo
auch Her. Was ift der eingelne Urbeiter, Tecdnifer, Ingenieur,
jo Dirveftor in einem mobernen Grofbetrieb? fo gut wie nidhts:
ein Poften, ein Glied in der RKette ded8 Gangen; wasd bringt
ber einjelne auftande? f{o gut wie nides: bder eine fdhneidet
Papier, der anbre fpigt Nabdeln, der dritte bewegt einen Hebel.
Was bder eingelne flir fich leiftet, ift wertlod; erft der Sufammen-
tlang aller {dhafft bag Prodult. In der alten Jeit war 8 anders:
jeber Urbeiter fuf fein Prodult gans, fertig; jeber einzelne war
ein Ganged, ein Organidmud. Heute ift er nidhts ald ein win.
alger Teil cined gewaltigen Gangen: wie im Heeve.

Man drehe e8, wie man will, ftetd wird man zu derfelben
Erlenntnis gelangen: der Geift dber modernen Wirt{dhaft
ift militaviftifdher Geift; der RNhythmus ihred Lebens —
man lefe BVerbaeren — ift der Gleichtalt, der monotone Klang
bed Solbatenfdhrittes. Nur dant ihred militariftijdhen Geiftes hat
bie moberne Wirt{dhaft ihren Siegedlauf antreten Linnen, nur dburd
biefen Geift witd fie ibren Siegedlauf vollenden t¥nnen.

Alfo in der materiellen Seite der wefteuropdifhen Jivilifation,
in ber mobernen Wirtfdhaft, findet der Schladhtvuf: Nieder
mit dbem Militaridmus! Leinerlet Beredytigung.

Wendben wir und daher dbem Geiftedleben der wefteuro-
pifden Sivilifation 3u und fragen wir und, ob bier die anti-
militaviftifhe Parole ihre Bevedytigung findet. Hier haben wiv
e8 leidhter: ber moberne Geift wird wobl im Grunde von bdem
®eift der modernen Wirt{haft nicht fehr ver{dhieden fein fnnen.
Man braudyt gerabe Lein AUnbinger der materialiftifhen Gejchichts.
betvacdhtung au fein, um zuzugeben, dap wifdhen dem Beift, der
bie Wirtjdhaftsform einer beftimmten Jeit beherrfdht, und dem,
der dber dem geiftigen Leben biefer Jeit waltet, innige Verbin-
bung und Wefensverwandtfchaft beftehen mup. Wer Hat denn
{dlieplidy bie moberne Wirtfdhaft gefdhaffen, wenn nidt die
moberne Seit? Dev Geift, der in diefer ihrer Shpfung Herrche,
18



You look into a modern large business: from the factory managers to the
chief executive, how well-ordered is the ranking of the supervisors; It is not
more strictly regulated in any army corps.

Yes, militaristic spirit dominates our economy today. As in the army
the individual is nothing, the whole is everything, so also here. What is the
individual worker, technician, engineer, even director in a modern large-
scale enterprise? Practically nothing: a post, a link in the chain of the whole;
what does the individual accomplish? practically nothing: one cuts paper,
another sharpens needles, the third moves a lever. What the individual
achieves on his own is worthless; only the combined effort of all creates the
product. In the old days it was different: each worker created his product
completely, finished; each individual was a whole, an organism. People are
nothing but a tiny part of an enormous whole: as in the army.

No matter how you look at it, you will always come to the same
conclusion: the spirit of the modern economy is a militaristic spirit; the
rhythm of its life - read Verhaeren - is the steady beat, the monotonous
sound of the soldier's step. Only thanks to its militaristic spirit the modern
economy has been able to start its victorious run, only through this spirit it
will be able to complete its victorious run.

So in the material side of the Western European civilization, in the
modern economy, the battle cry: "Down with militarism!" finds no
justification.

Let us therefore turn to the spiritual life of Western European
civilization and ask ourselves whether here the anti-militaristic slogan finds
its justification. Here we have it easier: the modern spirit cannot be very
different from the spirit of the modern economy. It is not necessary to be a
follower of the materialistic view of history in order to admit that there must
be an intimate connection and affinity between the spirit which dominates
the economic form of a certain time and the spirit which rules over the
spiritual life of this time. After all, who created the modern economy, if not
the modern era? The spirit, which rules in this creation of theirs, must therefore
be spirit of their spirit.



muff alfo boch wodl Geift von ibrem Geifte fein. €8 ift denn
aud) nidht fhwer, au erfennen, wie diefelben Pringipien, auf denen
unfere heutige Wirtfdaftsform aufgebaut ift, audy bdie geiftige
Eigenart unferer beutigen Kultur formen. Da ift wiederum ju-
nédft und vor allem: das Uniformierungsprinaip, allgemein gefaft,
bad dbemotratifhe Pringip. Man hat ja oft die moderne Jeit
gerabegu al8 die bemotratifde Definieren wollen; bies geht
3u weit, weil e8 einfeitig ift; aber die8 eine freht feft: Teine
Kendeny ift in ibr ftirler jum Wusdrud, sur Derrfdaft gelangt
al8 die demofratifhe. Die Jdee bev Menfdhengleidhheit ift ber
Stern, unter dem fie geboren mwurbe; nidht ju Linvedht datievt
man fie von ber Franydfifdhen Revolution. BVon der Erftivmung
ber Vaftille bis jum Sieg ber Revolution in der Tirlei, in
Perfien und China befindet fih der bemolratijhe Gebanfe in
einem ununterbrochenen Triumphauge, den alle Widerftinde der
QRegierungen und RKirdjen nidt aufsubalten imftande waren. Er
bat geflegt und alled revolutioniert. Alle grofen geiftigen trabitio-
nalen Ruiifte der alten Jeit hat er angegriffen und {iber den
Haufen gerannt; die Kirdhe — wir find Freigeifter; die Ethit —
wir proflamieren eine neue Moral; die Staatdgewalt -— wir vers
tiinden bie Revolution; die Sitte — wir f{daffen neue Kon.
ventionen. HUnd durch alled {hallt dag neue Evangelium: Alle
find gleih; was einer Hat, miiffen alle haben ténnen; nidhts ift
mebt Privileg; man gibt den Volldmaflen politifhe Redhte,
griindet dffentlihe Schulen, organifiert Voldvorlefungen: Teine
QJbee, teine geiftige Errungenfdhaft foll ibnen vorenthalten bleiben,
benn alle find gleidh.

Ober Porrigieren wir e lieber {ofort: nidyt gleidh, fondern
gleidhberedhtigt. Der unnatiivlihe LWiberfinn, bder in der Jdee
ber Gleidhheit enthalten ift, bedarf feiner Rorreftur. Gleichheit
ift ein Lnding; Mann und Weib, alt und jung, ftart und {Hwady,
fdn und baplid, fHug und dumm, nidhtd in ber LWelt fennt
villige Gleidhheit. Diefe notwendige Korreltur, die basd demolra-
tifhe Uniformierungdprinyip erfordert, nimmt das ariftolratifche
Gubordinationdpringip vor. €8 muf ftetd Herrfchende und BVe-
perefdite geben, lebrt ed. Wer Herrfchen fann, foll berr{dhen
wollen, foll berrfden ténnen. Audh diefes wahre Pringip bder
QUriftolratie iff nody au feiner Beit in einem fold) hoben Brabde
verwirllidht worden wie in der unferen. Die alte Uriftolratie
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It is not difficult to see, then, how the same principles on which our
present economic form is built also shape the spiritual character of our
present culture. First and foremost, there is the principle of uniformity,
generally speaking, the democratic principle. One has often wanted to
define the modern age as the democratic one; this goes too far, because it
is one-sided; but this one thing is certain: no tendency has been more
strongly expressed, more strongly dominated, than the democratic one.
The idea of human equality is the star under which it was born; it is not
rightly dated from the French Revolution. From the storming of the Bastille
to the victory of the revolutions in Turkey, Persia and China, the
democratic idea has been in an uninterrupted triumphant march, which all
the resistance of governments and churches has been unable to
withstand. It has tri d and rev d everything. All the great
spiritual traditional forces of the old time, it attacked and overcame; the
church - we are free spirits; ethics - we proclaim a new morality; state
power - we proclaim revolution; morality - we create new conventions. And
through everything resounds the new gospel: all are equal; what one has,
all must be able to have; nothing is privilege anymore; political rights are
given to the masses, public schools are founded, people's lectures are
organized: no idea, no intellectual achievement is to be withheld from
them, because all are equal.

Or rather, let us correct it immediately: not equal, but on equal
footing. The unnatural absurdity contained in the idea of equality needs its
correction. Equality is an absurdity; man and woman, old and young,
strong and weak, beautiful and ugly, clever and stupid, nothing in the
world knows complete equality. This necessary correction, which the
democratic principle of uniformity requires, is made by the aristocratic
principle of subordination. There must always be rulers and ruled, it
teaches. Whoever can rule, should want to rule, should be able to rule. Nor
has this true principle of aristocracy been realized at any time to such a
high degree as in ours.




war nur eine Karvitatur; fie lieh nidht die zur Herrfdhaft beran,
die wirtlich beve{hen rwollten und herrjden Lonnten, fondbern teilte
diefes Redht und bdiefe Miibe einer von vornberein durd) gefell
{aftlige Traditionen beftimmten einen Schicht gu. Wie oft
war diefer dbag Herr{dhen eine Laft; wie oft hat Sereniffimus bei
der Grledigung feiner Staatdgefchifte geglibnt. HUnfere Jeit
hat erft basd wahre, veine aviftolrati{dhe Pringip zur
Herrfdaft gebradt. Deute erft gilt der Sag: nur der foll
perrfdhen, ber e3 will und fann, Niemald und nirgends — mit
Ausnahme der fleinen griedifdhen Stadtrepubliten, wenn man
oon der Stlavenbepdllerung abfieht — bat ed ein Mann von
Begabung und Herrfherfibigleit fo weit bringen fnnen wie heute.
Was {dhert ung Geburt, Stand, Konfeffion und wie alle jene
Normen beifen, die frither den Stand der Herrfdhenden feft um-
grenpten. Frei ift bie Vahn! Wer ben Mut bat, melde fich
sum Wettrennen. Der Steger foll die Palme haben. Wer aber
beute jur Herrfdhaft gelangt, bat ecine Madyt, wie fie frlihere
Sahrhunderte felten einem Derrfchenden in die Hand gegeben.
Denn wad ift die Madhyt eined Duobesftirften des 18. Jahr.
bundertd, verglidhen mit dbem Einfluf, den beute ein populdrer
Voltsfiihrer, der Leiter einer grofen Altiengefelfdhaft, ber Diveltor
ciner groBen Vant befigt; und alle Madyt eined Karl V. und
Ludwig XIV. fritt in ben Sdatten gegenfiber derjenigen, die heute
in ber Dand eined Morgan ober Rodefeller liegt; eined Morgan
ober Rodefeller, die beide vielleidt alg8 Kommis ihre Laufbahn
begonnen haben. Ale find eben gleidberechtigt; alle {ind Sols
baten in ber gropen Urmee, bdie fih bie moderne Sivilifation
nennt; jeber fann aber aud) alles werden: Offigier, Oberft,
General. Jeder Korporal trigt den Marfhallftad im Tornifter —
ber Grundfag, der in dev erften mobernen, d. h. von militariftifhem
Beift beherrfdhten Armee, derjenigen Napoleons, herr{dhte, waltet
iiber ber gefamten mobdernen Jeit.

Militariftifdger Geift — bdad ift der Geift unferer Ieit.
Militaviftifcher Geift aber ift deutfher Beift; fpredhen wir es
alfo all jenen gegeniiber, die Deutfhland vernidten wollen, qus:
Deutfder Geift beherr{dht dbie Welt. Ja, beutfher Geift;
nidht dev Beift der franydfifdyen Salond, fondern derjenige ber
beutihen Gelehreenftube, nidht der Geift ded Countrphoufe eines
englifchen Cords, fondern der einer deutfdhen Biivgerftube. Seine
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The old aristocracy was only a caricature; it did not allow those to rule who
really wanted to rule and could rule, but allocated this right and effort to a
small stratum determined from the outset by social traditions. How often
was ruling a burden for the latter; how often did Serenissimus yawn while
doing his state business. Our time has only brought the true, pure
aristocratic principle to rule. It is only to people that the sentence applies:
only he shall rule who wants to and can. Never and nowhere - with the
exception of the small Greek city republics, if one disregards the slave
population - has a man of talent and ability to rule been able to make it as
far as he has today. What do we care about birth, rank, denomination and all
those norms which in former times firmly delimited the rank of the rulers.
The way is free! Whoever has the courage should enter the race. The victor
shall have the palm. But whoever comes to rule today has a power that
earlier centuries rarely gave to a ruler in the country. For what is the power
of a prince of the eighteenth century compared with the influence now
possessed by a popular leader, the head of a great joint-stock company, the
director of a great bank; and all the power of a Charles V. and Louis XIV. is
dwarfed by that which now lies in the land of a Morgan or Rockefeller; both
of whom may have begun their careers as commoners. All are just equal; all
are soldiers in the great army called modern civilization; but each may
become anything: Officer Colonel, General. Cedar corporal carries the
marshal's baton in his knapsack - the principle that prevailed in the first
modern army, i.e. the one dominated by militaristic spirit, that of Napoleon,
prevails over the whole modern time.

Militaristic spirit - that is the spirit of our time. Militaristic spirit,
however, is German spirit; so let us say it to all those who want to destroy
Germany: German spirit rules the world. Yes, German spirit; not the spirit of
the French salons, but that of the German scholars' parlor, not the spirit of
the country house of an English lord, but that of a German bourgeois parlor.



Pfliht erfitllen, Ordnung balten und — vor allem — fih al8
Feil bes grofen Gefamtorganidmus empfinben und betragen, in
biefen Smperativen ift dbas entftanden und grof geworden, mwasd
ber mobernen Jeit eigentiimlih, waesd an ibr grof und im-
pofant ift; nur bdiefen Smperativen folgend, wird fie die Auf-
gaben erfiillen Ténnen, die ihr der Geniug bder Weltgefchidyte
geftellt Haf.

So gilt denn gerabe bas Gegenteil deffen, wasd die Ver-
fiinder ber Parole, bdie bdiefen Vernidhtungslrieg gegen Deut{dh-
land rechtfertigen foll, behaupten: der Geift der wefteuropdifdhen
Sivilifation fteht nidht auf ihrer Seite, fondern auf der Seite bes
militariftifden Geifted, bed deut{hen Geifted, der sugleidh fein
Geift ift. E8 beifpt die Dinge auf den Kopf ftellen, wenn man
ben Rampf gegen Deutihland al8 im Namen bder mobernen
ivilifation unbd bed Fortfchrittd gefiihre evtldrt. Der Genius
bes Fort{dhrited und der Sulunft bHalt bdiesmal u Deutfdhland.
S wiifte nidt, was eine ftirfere Gewifheit ded enbgliltigen
Gieges Deutfdhlands pu geben vermddhte ald bdiefe Erlenntnis.

IV

Gine Polemit ift nie gany su Enbde geflihrt, bevor man nidyt
bie Motive bes Gegnerd erfannt hat; ed geniigt nidyt, ibn wider-
fegt, e8 ift aud) nitig, ibn verftanden u Haben. Dann erft hat
man ihn wabrhaft dberwunden. Priifen wiv dabher, nadhdem wiv
bie antimilitariftifche Pavole objeltiv ju widerlegen verfudyt haben,
bie Motive, die in England und Frantreih die Proflamierung
diefer Parole verurfadyt Haben; die Crlenntnis diefer Motive
witd und sugleidhy die tieferen welthiftorifhen Urfachen aufveden,
bie yu diefem Kampfe der ywei grofen Weftftaaten gegen Deutfd-
land gefiibrt baben.

Hier gilt e gunddft, England su betradhten. LWie Eng-
fand der politijde LUrheber diefes RKrieges ift, fo fteht e audh
geiftig an der Spige des Bernichtungslampfes gegen den deutfchen
Geift. Die Parole: Nieder mit vem Militaridmus! ift eng-
lifhen Slrfprungs, und indbem Frantreid) fie ftbernommen Hat,
bat es fidy geiftig ebenfo ing Sdhlepptau feines Nadybars fenfeits
beg RKanald begeben, wie ed bdied politifd durd die Entente
cordiale getan Hat.
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Fulfilling his duty, maintaining order and — above all — feeling and
standing as part of the great total organism, in these imperatives that
which is peculiar to modern time has arisen and grown, that which is
great and imposing in it; following only these imperatives, it will be able
to fulfill the tasks which the genius of world history has placed upon it.

Thus the very opposite is true of what the promulgators of the
slogan which is to justify this war of extermination against Germany
assert: the spirit of Western European civilization is not on their side,
but on the side of the militaristic spirit, the German spirit, which is at the
same time its spirit. It is to turn things upside down to declare the
struggle against Germany to be waged in the name of modern
civilization and progress. The genius of progress and the future stands
by Germany this time. | do not know what could give a stronger certainty
of Germany's final victory than this realization.

v

A polemic is never completely finished until one has recognized
the motives of the opponent; it is not enough to have refuted him, it is
also necessary to have understood him. Only then has one truly
overcome him. Therefore, after we have tried to refute the anti-militarist
slogan objectively, let us examine the motives which caused the
proclamation of this slogan in England and France; the knowledge of
these motives will at the same time reveal to us the deeper world-
historical causes which led to this struggle of the two great Western
states against Germany.

Here it is necessary to consider England first. As England is the
political arbiter of this war, so it is also spiritually at the head of the war
of annihilation against the German spirit. The slogan: Down with
militarism! is of English origin, and by adopting it France has placed
itself spiritually in the tow of its neighbor across the Channel just as it
did politically through the Entente cordiale.



Dap ein antimilitariftifher Geift in England herrfdht, braudyt
nidht erft an Beifpielen bemonftriert 3u werden; ed liegt su offen-
tundbig autage und wird ja aud) von allen fithrenden Ménnern
beg englifhen Bolted mit aller Deutlichleit immer wieder ver-
tinbet. Treten wir alfo gleich an die Frage nadh) den Wurzeln
biefes antimilitariftifhen @eiffes Heran. Die Antwort ift {hon
oft gegeben worben. Der AUntimilitaridmusd bdes Englinders —
pflegt man 3u fagen — wurgelt in feiner audgefprocdhenften und
tiefften Chavalterveranlogung: in feinem Jndividualismus.
Diefe Antwort ift ungureihend; der Vegriff Individualidmus ift
sur Chavatterifierung der tiefften Eigenavt ded englifhen Geiftes
nidyt gany treffend; er umfapt nur eine Ausdbrudsform bdiefer
Gigenart: diejenige, die fih auf dbas fopiale Leben besieht. Ver-
folgt man ben englijhen Sndividbualidmusd bis auf feine eigent-
lidhe tieffte Wurgel, fo gelangt man 3u einer anderen Anlage:
bem AUtomismus, E8 {oll damit gefagt werben, daf ber engs
lifbe Geift fih vormwiegend auf dag Spegielle, Eingelne, In-
dividbuelle vichtet, feinen Sinn aber Pat fiir dbas Genevelle, AU-
gemeine, Abfolute. Diefe analytifche, atomiftijhe Dents und Emp-
findbungsmeife tommt in allen FuPerungen bdes englifhen Beiftes
sum Ausdbrud. Nehmen wir die tieffte und zugleich elementarfte:
bie Poefie. Von Shalefpeare bis Ostar Wilbe ift die englifdhe
Poefie individualiftiih: der einpelne fteht ftetd im Mittelpuntt
bed Juterefles. Man betradyte Shalefpeared Dramen. Der Held:
Hamlet, Romeo und Julia, 'Othello, Kinig Lear ift alled; bdie
Maffe, bag Volt ift nur Staffage, Hintergrund und Deforation.
HUnd nun vergleihe man mit diefen Dramen etwa die Schiller|den:
Wilpelm Fell, die Jungfrau von Orleans, Wallenftein, fie find
oiel tweniger Eingelindividualititen ald vielmehr Typen, Reprifen-
tanten eined gangen Volled; wasd ift Tell obhne bie Sdhweiser,
Qobanna ohne bie frangdfifthe Nation, Wallenftein obhne bden
beutfhen Volldharalter! Nur in ihrer BVerwurgelung in ihrem
Milieu, in ihrem BVoltdtum {ind fie verftindlid). BVeim griften
Dramatiter Englands individualiftifcher, beim beutfheften aller
Deutfchen ftarter joptaler, tolettiviftifer Geift. Dasdfelbe peigt
und ein Vergleih der englifchen und deutfchen Philofophie. Will
man ben Grundchavalter der englifdhen Philofophie be-
seidhnen, o pflegt man su fagen, fle fei empiriftifh, indultio.
Der erfte grope englifdhe Philofoph, Bacon, gile ald der BVegriinder
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That an anti-militaristic spirit prevails in England does not need to be
d ated by K ; it is too obvious and is also proclaimed again
and again by all leading men of the English people with all clarity. Let us
therefore go straight to the question of the roots of this anti-militaristic
spirit. The answer has often been given. The anti-militarism of the

Englishman - one is wont to say - is rooted in his most pronounced and
deepest disposition of character: in his individualism. This answer is
inadequate; the term individualism is not quite adequate to characterize
the deepest peculiarity of the English mind; it embraces only one
expression of this peculiarity: that which relates to social life. If one traces
English individualism to its actual deepest root, one arrives at another
plant: atomism. This is to say that the English mind is predominantly
directed to the specific, single, individual, but has no sense for the
general, universal, absolute. This analytical, atomistic way of thinking and
feeling is exp! d in all exp i of the English mind. Let us take the
most profound and at the same time the most elementary: poetry. From
Shakespeare to Oskar Wilde, English poetry is individualistic: the
individual is always the center of interest. Consider Shakespeare's
dramas. The heid: hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Othello, King Lear is
everything; the masses, the people are only staffage, background and
decoration. And now compare with these dramas, for example, Schiller's:
Wilhelm Tell, the Maid of Orleans, Wallen stein, they find much less
individualities than types, representatives of a whole people; what is Tell
without the Swiss, Johanna without the French nation, Wallen stein
without the German national character! Only in their rootedness in their
milieu, in their VolkStum they find comprehensible. In the greatest
dramatist of England individualistic, in the most German of all Germans

strong social, collectivistic spirit. A parison of English and German
philosophy shows us the same thing. If one wants to describe the basic
character of English philosophy, one tends to say that it is empiricist,
inductive. The first great English philosopher, Bacon, is considered the
founder of the inductive method, the greatest representative of English
philosophy in modern times, John Stuart Mill, wrote his main work:
System of Inductive Philosophy.



der indbultiven Methobe, der grdfte Vertreter englifcher Philo-
fopbie in bder mobernen Jeit, John Stuart MiW, fdrieb fein
Dauptwerl: Syftem ber indbuttiven Philofophie. In allen empi-
rifdyen Wiffenfhaften haben die Englander Grofes geleiftet, bie
WMetapbpfit ift ihnen ftetd fremd geblicben. Empiridmus ift nun
aber nidtd anberes ald eine Ausbrudsform atomiftifher Dentiveife.
Dem Geift, der fidh nur fiir dag Eingelne, Spesielle inteveffiert,
find die Jbeen nicdhts, die Tatfadhen alled; denn jede JIvee frelt
cin Allgemeines bax, eine Abftraltion aus vielen Einzeldingen;
die Tatfacdhe hingegen ift ftets fpesiell, jede Tatfadpe ift eimpigartig.
Sn der BVeobadytung, in der Indbultion, in der Kombination ver-
{dhiebener ,facts¢, barin liegt die Stirle desd englifhen Beiftes;
{owie ed bagu tomme, die legten allgemeinen Pringipien und Sbdeen
su erfaffen, die all diefen Eingeldingen jugrunde liegt, verfagt ev.
Diefelbe Crfdyeinung bietet bdie englifhe Suridprudbeny:
ibr Shwerpuntt liegt im Gewohnheitdrecht, in der RKenntnis
eingelner Redtsfille und Entjdeibungen und den bdavaus fidh
ergebenden Unalogie{dlfiffen; grofe pringipielle Normen, aus
denen bdie fpeyielle Entfdheibung fich dedultiv ableiten liepe, find
ibr frembd,

Am deutlichften und auffallendften seigt fich diefe atomiftifcye
Geiftedridhtung aber in derjenigen Wiffenfdhaft, die recht eigentlich
wiffen{daftlich begriinbet und ausdgeftaltet su baben, Rubm und
Stoly der Englidnder ift: in der Nationaldtonomie Die
gange fogenannte Haffifdhe Schule der englijdhen Nationalstonomie
oon Adbam Smith bid John Stuart NN bafiect auf dem Dogma
bed ertremften Individbualismus; freied Spiel der Krdfte, Harmonie
ber Jnteveflen, Mancheftertum, Freihandel, all diefe davalterifti-
fden Lehren der englifhen Voltswirtfhaftdlehre find nur Folge-
rungen aud dem ftreng inbividbualiftifhen Grundpringip.

Und wad o dasd geiftige Schaffen vegt, offenbart fidy nicht
minder ftar? im gefell{daftlidyen Ceben. Von feinem BVe-
wuftfein ift der Englinder tiefer durdhdrungen ald von dem feiner
inbivibuellen Selbftherrlichleit. Nidts ift ibm unfpmpathijher
al8 irgendwelder Eingriff der Gefellfhaft, ded Staated in bas
Leben ded eingel Das JIndivibuum iff in feinen AUugen nidyt
ein Teil Ded Staatdorganidmus, fondern der Staat nuv die Su-
fammenfaffung der Einpelindividuen. My home is my castle ift
oberfted Pringip alles fosialen Lebens in England.
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In all empirical sciences the English have achieved great things,
metaphysics has always remained alien to them. But empiricism is nothing
else than an expression of atomistic way of thinking. To the mind that is
interested only in the particular, the ideas find nothing, the facts
everything; for every idea represents a general, an abstraction from many
individual things; the fact, on the other hand, is always particular, every
fact is unique. In observation, in induction, in the combination of various
"facts," therein lies the strength of the English mind; as soon as it comes
to grasping the ultimate general principles and ideas underlying all these
individual things, it fails. English jurisprudence presents the same
phenomenon: its emphasis lies in the common law, in the knowledge of
individual legal cases and decisions and the analogies resulting
therefrom; great norms of principle, from which the particular decision
could be ly derived, are foreign to it.

But this atomistic school of thought shows itself most clearly and
abusively in that science which is the glory and pride of the English for
having been scientifically founded and developed: in national economics.
The whole lled classical school of English national economy from
Adam Smith to John Stuart Mill is based on the dogma of the most
extreme individualism; free play of forces, harmony of interests,
Manchestertum, free trade, all these characteristic doctrines of English
economics are only conclusions from the strictly individualistic basic
principle.

And what thus stimulates intellectual creativity reveals itself no less
strongly in social life. The Englishman is more deeply imbued with his
individual self-importance than with any other consciousness. Nothing is
more unappealing to him than any intervention of society, of the state, in
the life of the individual. In his eyes, the individual is not a part of the state
organism, but the state is only the summary of the individuals; home is my
castle is the supreme principle of all social life in England.




&8 ift felbftoerftindli), bap einer folden Geiftedrichtung
der militariftifhe Geift unfopmpathifh, ja verhapt fein mup. Ulle
Leitpringipien des Militaridmus find dem englifden Geift suwider.
Bunddft die bemolvatifhe Idbee. &8 wdve eine inteveflante Auf-
gabe, au unterfuchen, wober der unbegreiflihe Srrtum entftanden
ift, der feit 150 Jahren die AUnfdhauungen bded Kontinentd iiber
England beberrfcht: die Vorftellung ndmlich, daf dag Jnfelveich
bemotratifh fei. Dauptfhuld daran tvdgt wohl bdie alte Ver-
wedflung von Liberalismus und Demofratie. Heute diirften wir
wirtlich fhon fo weit fein, um au wiffen, dap Cibevalidmus und
Demotratie alled anbere al8 ibentifh find; viel eher {tellen fie
Begenfige dar. Das Jdeal ded Liberalidmus ift die Freiheit;
Greibeit ift ein Natursuftand, am freieften ift bas Tier. Die
Leitidee der Demotratie ift die Gleichheit; Bleichbeit ift ein Kultur-
prodbult und nur Herjuftellen durch bewufpt fdliches Sdhaffen
und Wirlen. Freibeit und Gleichheit {hliefen fih — fonfequent
au Ende gebadyt — ausd; abfolute Freiheit bebingt raditale n-
gleichbeit; und bdie Gleichheit, reftlod verwirllidet, wiitbe bdie
{dlimmite Defpotie berbeifiibren, bie die Gefchichte fennt. Weil
bie Demagogen und Phrafeologen der Frandfifthen Revolution
ftetd liberté unbd égalité in einem Utemauge {dhrien, braudyen wir
Peute wirtlidy nidyt mehr in Ddiefem Jrrtum zu verhavven. Jn
England erridyt der Geift des Liberalidmus; wasd gany verftéind-
lid) ift, benn der Liberalismus ift von Hausd ausd indbivivualiftifd.
Wer Freibeit fagt, bdentt ftetd an dad Eingelindividuum; wenn
wir von Freipeit der Visller fpredhen, fo gefchieht e8 nur auf
Grund einer AUnalogie, die wir ywifdhen dem JIndividuum und der
Gefamtnation berftellen. Jede Form ded GBemeinfdhaftslebens
bedingt einen gewiffen Brad von perfontider Unfreifeit. Dagegen
ift alle Demofratie aus ihrem tiefften LWefen Hevaus {oaial,
tollettiviftifch; die Gleichheitsidee bepieht fid ja ftetd nur auf ein
RKollettioum; Gleichheit tann e8 nur innerhald einer Gemeinfdhaft
geben, fiir ben eimpelnen, fodgeldft von feinen Bejiehungen ju
feinen WMitmenfhen, Gleichheit au fordern, ift abfurd. Dem
inbividbualiftifhen Geift Englands ift der Liberalidmus
wefensvermandt, die Demolratic wefendfremd. Dap der
einpelne Staatsbitrger miglidhft frei fei in feinem Sun und Laffen
und nidt vom Staate gehemmt und b bet twerde, biefer
Gebante bildet die Sentralidee der englifhen Konftitution. Dah
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It goes without saying that to such a school of thought the
militaristic spirit must be unsympathetic, even abhorrent. All the guiding
principles of militarism are repugnant to the English spirit. First of all, the
democratic idea. It would be an interesting task to investigate the origin of
the incomprehensible error which has dominated the continent's views of
England for 150 years: namely, the idea that the island kingdom is
democratic. The main reason for this is probably the old confusion
between liberalism and democracy. People really need to know that
liberalism and democracy are anything but identical; rather, they are
opposites. The ideal of liberalism is freedom; freedom is a state of nature,
the freest is the animal. The guiding idea of democracy is equality;
equality is a product of culture and can only be achieved through
conscious human creation and activity. Freedom and equality are mutually
exclusive; absolute freedom requires radical inequality; and equality, fully
realized, would bring about the worst despotism known to history.
B the d and phr logi of the French Revolution
always cried liberte and egalite in the same breath, we really need not
persist in this error today. In England the spirit of liberalism prevails;
which is quite understandable, because liberalism is individualistic by
nature. Whoever says freedom always thinks of the individual; when we
speak of the freedom of peoples, it is only on the basis of an analogy that
we establish between the individual and the nation as a whole. Every form
of community life requires a certain degree of personal bondage. On the
other hand, all democracy is social, collectivist from its deepest essence;
the idea of equality always refers only to a collective; equality can only
exist within a cc ity; for the ir detached from his relations
with fine fellow human beings, it is absurd to demand equality. Liberalism
is related to the indivi istic spirit of England, di y is foreign to it.
The central idea of the English constitution is that the individual citizen
should be as free as possible in what he does and should not be inhibited
and patronized by the state.




aber alle Staatsbiirger — oder gar alle Menfdhen — gleiy fein
follen, er{dhien und erfcheint jebem wahren Cnglinder ald barer
Nonfend, AlB yur Seit der Franydfifdhen Revolution gany Curopa
fidh filr die 3dbee der Menfdhengleichheit begeifterte, Herrfdhte in
England nur fanatifher Haf gegen die ,Jalobiner”, und ber
typifdfte Englinder jener 3eit, Burle, erflivte: ,IWir fordern
unfere Freibeiten nidt ald Redhte der Menfdhen, fondern als
QRedyte der Engliinder.” Der analptifhe, atomiftijhe Geift bes
DBriten Hat teinerlet Berftandnis fiic den Gedanten der Gefamt-
menfdybeit; er ift ibm au abftralt; fein Blid erfaft ftetd nur die
Ber{dyicdenbeiten ber eingelnen Menfdenarten. & fennt feine
WMenfdhen: fiir ihn eriftieren nuy Englinder und Nidytengldnber,
Lords und Biirgerlidhe, BVourgeoid und Proletarier, Stidter und
Boauern uftw. Jeber Stand, jebed Inbividuum foll feine , Frei-
beiten” DHaben; aber Gleihbeit — shocking.

Nicht minder fremd aber wie die demolratifhe Jbee ift dem
englifhen Beift aud) bdad Cuborbinationdpringip.  AUllerdings
ecfennt fein praftifcher Common-sense, bdaf eine gewiffe Sub-
otbination in jeber menfchlichen Gefellfchaft notwendig ift; aber
nidyt8deftorveniger ift fie ihm innerlih unfympathifd. Die Sub-
ordination foll daber auf ihpr mdglidhfted8 Minimum befdhrantt
werden. Nirgends in der Welt find der Titigleit ded Staates
engere Grengen gejogen alg in Cngland. Jeder foll fih miglichft
felbft regieren — baber benn aud) das8 Pringip der Selbits
verwaltung friiber al8 fiberall in England ausgebildet wurdbe. In
bem groen welthiftorifhen Gegenfag von JIndividuum und Ge-
felifhaft befinbet fich alle Sympathie ded Briten auf der Seite
bed Jnbdividbualidmus. Jebe8 Jndividbuum foll eine ovsllig ab-
gefdbloffene Welt fiir fiy bilden; dasd grof gefdhricbene I ift fiir
den Englinder der pentrale Begriff feiner Weltanfdhauung.

Daf ein folder Menfd) Antimilitarift fein mup, ift HUar; die
tiefe Abneigung des Englinders gegen den Solbatenrod entfpringt
feiner tiefiten Wefensveranlagung, Eine LUniform anyiehen und
nidts tun, als Kommandod ausfiibren, dag tut nur ein Menfch,
ber feine anbeve Eriffenymiglichleit mehr Hat; jeden Soldaten be.
tradytet der Englinber al8 verfradyte Criftens. Jft der deut{che
Beift dem militariftifhen Geifte wefensgleid, fo ftebt ber cng[tfd;e
im fhdrfften Gegenfas gu ibm. Iniformi und Jnbivid
musg, Demofratic und Liberalidmus, eubotbination und individuele
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But that all citizens - or even all people - should be equal appeared and
still appears to every true Englishman as sheer nonsense. At the time of
the French Revolution, when all Europe was enthusiastic about the idea of
human equality, there was only fanatical hatred in England against the
"Jacobins," and the most typical Englishman of that time, Burke, declared:
"We demand our liberties not as the rights of men, but as the rights of
Englishmen." The analytical, atomic spirit of the British has no
understanding whatsoever of the thought of humanity as a whole; it is too
abstract for him; his gaze always grasps only the differences of the
individual human species. He knows no man: for him there exist only
Englishmen and non-Englishmen, lords and bourgeoisie, bourgeoisie and
proletarians, townspeople and peasants, etc. Every station, every
individual, should have his "liberties"; but equality — shocking.

The principle of subordination is no less alien to the English mind
than the democratic idea. His practical common-sense recognizes,
however, that a certain subordination is necessary in every human
society; but nevertheless it is inwardly unsympathetic to him.
Subordination should therefore be limited to its minimum. Nowhere in the
world are the limits of the activity of the state more narrow than in
England. Everyone should govern himself as much as possible-hence the
principle of self-government was formed earlier than everywhere in
England. In the great world-historical contrast of the individual and
society, all the sympathy of the British is on the side of individualism.
Each individual should form a completely closed world for himself; the
capitalized | is for the Englishman the central concept of his worldview.

That such a man must be an antimilitarist is clear; the Englishman's
deep dislike of the soldier's coat springs from his deepest disposition. To
put on a uniform and do nothing but carry out commands is only done by
a person who has no other means of existence; the Englishman regards
every soldier as a misplaced existence. If the German spirit is essentially
the same as the militaristic spirit, the English spirit stands in sharpest
contrast to it. Uniformity and individualism, democracy and liberalism,
subordination and individual



Qutonomie, organifdh-fontbetifhe Dentiveife und atomiftif-analy-
tifdye, fiberall die ftirtften Gegenfislidleiten. Der Ruf: Niever
mit dem Militaridmus! ift von den Englinbern wirllid wahr und
eprlich gemeint; ev entjpringt ihrer tiefiten Wefendveranlagung.

DBielleiht vermag und die Erfaffung bdiefes Begenfages au
einem Verftindnid der tiefeven geiftedgefhidytlichen Lefachen diefes
RKrieges pu leiten, dber ja im Grunde cin Kampf Englands gegen
Deutfdland ift. TNan braudyt teinesfalls ein Jdeologe su fein, ver-
ftandnislos fitr bie wirtidaftlihen und madtpolitijhen Momente,
bie ben Kvieg unmittelbar Perbeigefithrt Haben, um den Stand-
punlt au vertreten, daf in dem Begenfage ber beiden Beiftes-
ridhtungen ded englifhen und deutfhen BVolled die legte Wurgel
beg RKrieges zu fucdhen ift. Denn aud) die wirt{daftliche und
madytpolitifche Rivalitdt pwifdhen England und Deutfdland wird
von biefer geiffigen Polaritdt bedingt, Durd feinen anti-
militariftifden, individualiftifden Geift ift England
grof geworben, hat 8 feine heutige Stellung fidy errungen, Die
Sabrbunberte, in benen 8 feine Weltmadhtpofition fi fduf,
waren ja die 3eit der individualiftifden Geiftedridytung, vor allem
basg 18. Jahrhunbdert, dasd entfheibende Jahrhundert der englifdhen
Gefdyichte, in bem es von Kanada und Snbien Befig evgriff und
feinen Rivalen Franfreih endgiiltig @iberwand. MNan lefe die
Befjdichte der englifdhen RKRolonialpolitit nady: dburdy feinen indivi-
bualiftifchen Geift mit all den Sugenden, die er ausdbilbet: Unter-
nehmungsluft, Tapferfeit, Fleif, 34bigleit, bat England feine
RKolonien ermworben. RNanada, Jndien, AUuftralien und ulegt
Giibafrita — iiberall war ed nidyt der englifhe Staat, bie eng-
lifhe Gefamtheit, welde dag Land eroberte, fondern Private:
entiweder private Korporationen, wie die Oftindifdhe Nompanie,
ober gar Privatperfonen wie Cecil RNpodes, Der Staat tat
eigentlih nichtd anbered, a8 bas, was bdie Privaten erworben
batten, fliv die Gefamtheit ju dberned Die Gefdidyte der
englifhen Erpanfion — id) verweife nur auf Seeleys gleidhnamiges
DBud) — ift die Gefdyichte der Erfolge und Triumphe nidt Eng-
landg, fonbern des Englinders, ber Erfolge und Triumphe des
englifgen atomiftifhen Geiftes famt all' den Vorzligen, die er
bebingt.

®Gany anbers ift ber Prozep bed Aufftiegs Deut{d-
landd au feiner heutigen Stellung. Die cine LTatfadpe ift Hier
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autonomy, organic-synthetic way of thinking and atavistic-analytical ,
everywhere the strongest contrasts. The cry: Down with militarism! is truly
and honestly meant by the English; it springs from their deepest
disposition.

Perhaps the comprehension of this contrast will lead us to an
understanding of the deeper causes of this war in the history of ideas,
which is basically a struggle of England against Germany. One need
by no means be an ideologue, uncomprehending of the economic and
power-political moments which directly brought about the war, in

order to take the dpoint that the ulti root of the war is to be
sought in the opp of the two schools of thought of the English
and German /! For the ic and power-political rivalry

between England and Germany is also conditioned by this spiritual
polarity. Through its anti-militaristic, individualistic spirit England has
become great, it has won its present position. The centuries in which
it created its position of world power were, after all, the time of the
individualistic school of thought, especially the 18th century, the
decisive century of English history, in which it took possession of
Canada and India and finally overcame its rival France. Look up the
history of English colonial policy: through its individualistic spirit with
all the virtues it trains: Enterprisingness, bravery, diligence, tenacity,
England acquired its colonies. Canada, India, Australia and finally
South Africa - everywhere it was not the English state, the English
totality, which conquered the land, but private individuals: either
private corporations, like the East India Company, or even private
individuals like Cecil Rhodes. The state did not really do anything
other than take over for the totality what the private individuals had
acquired. The history of English expansion - | refer only from Seeley's
book of the same name - is the history of the successes and triumphs
not of England but of the Englishman, of the successes and triumphs
of the English atomistic spirit together with all the advantages it
conditions.
The process of Germany's rise to its present position is quite different.



ent{cheidend: der politifd-wirt{daftlidhe Aufitieg Deut{chlands bes
ginnt mit 1870. Erjt nadhdem bdie deut{che Gefamtbheit ovganifiert,
ber beutfhe Staat gefdhaffen war, beginnt dbasd deutfdhe Volt Welt-
politit 3u treiben. Der Staat, dag Kollettivum, bildet die Grund.
lage, bie Borausfesung, wie ed in England der einjelne, dasd
Onbivibuum ift. Wer die Befdjidyte ber englifhen Erpanfion
lieft, Tann {dier vergeffen, dap ed einen englifdhen Staat gibt;
bie Ausbehnung und Entfaltung der deutfdhen Wirtfhaft ift ohne
ben Staat gar nicht dentbar. Von dem Grofen RKurfiirften an,
ber Fabrilen griinbet, Anfiedler ind Land ruft, fich um die Aus.
breitung bed Hanbeld bemiiht, bis heute, ba der Staat durch eine
umfaffende wirtfdhaftliche Gefeggebung das Wirtfhaftsleben fiber-
wadyt unbd reguliert, ftets war der Staat, dbad KNolleftivum, ein
Dauptfaltor ded beutfhen Wirtfhaftslebens. Und fragen wic
ung, bant welder CEigenfhaften der beutjhe RKaufmann, bder
beutjhe Jndbuftrielle feinen unvergleidhlihen Siegedlauf dburdy bie
Welt angutreten permodite, fo werben lmt balb erfennen: e8 find
bie Gigenfhaften, bdie bder organifdy-Lolleltiviftifhe Beift bdes
Militaridmud in jedbem Deutfhen groPgeyogen Hat, denen das
beutfhe Boll feine gewaltigen Erfolge in ben legten 50 Jahren
verbantt, alfo vor allem bie Tugenden ftrengfier Plidyterfiillung,
peinlidhfter Ordnungsliebe, die Fabigleiten ber Uniformierung und
Subordination.

Durdy feinen militaciftifhen Geift ift Deutfhland grof ge-
worden, wie einft England feine Stellung dant feinem anti-
militariftifhen Geifte errungen hat. Und fo Haben wir in der
Bergleidhung beider BViller die befte praftifhe Linterlage sur BVe-
wertung dex beiben Geiftesrichtungen vom Gefichtdpuntte des Er-
folged aus. Das Crgebnis — England hat den RKrieg gegen
Deutfdland Herbeigefithre, weil e8 im frieblidhen LWettftreite von
Tag su LTag immer mebhr der beutfhen KRonfurreny weichen
mufite. BVor 20 Jahren ftelite die Gefamtsiffer der englifhen
DHandel8bilany dasd Vierfadye der beutfhen bar; beute befteht
swifchen beiden nody eine relativ geringe Differeny: in 5—10 Jahren
patte die deutfhe iffer die englifhe fiberftiegen. Um bdies au
verhindbern, entfeffelte England dben Welttrieg — alfo argumentiert
von feinem Gtandpuntt aus mit RNedyt ber Tagespolitiler, deffen
Blid nidht fiber das attuelle Seitgejchehen hinausdreidt. Schaut
man tiefer, fo erfennt man: bier fdmpft der antimilitariftifche
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The one fact here is : the political ic rise of Germany
begins with 1870. Only after the German totality had been organized, the
German state created, did the German people begin to pursue world
politics. The state, the collective, forms the basis, the prerequisite, as in
England it is the individual, the individual. Whoever reads the history of
English expansion can almost forget that there is an English state; the

and devel of the German economy is inconceivable
without the state. From the time of the Great Elector, who founded
factories, called settlers into the country, endeavored to spread
commerce, until today, when the state supervises and regulates economic
life through comprehensive economic legislation, the state, the collective,
has always been a main factor in German economic life. And if we ask
ourselves, thanks to which qualities the German merchant, the German
industrialist was able to start his incomparable victorious run through the
world, we will soon realize: it is the qualities which the organic-collectivist
spirit of militarism has nurtured in every German, to which the German
people owes its tremendous successes in the last 50 years, i.e. above all
the virtues of the strictest fulfillment of duty, the most scrupulous love of
order, the abilities of uniformity and subordination.

Through its militaristic spirit Germany has become great, as once
England gained its position thanks to its anti-militaristic spirit. And so, in
the comparison of the two peoples, we have the best practical basis for
the evaluation of the two schools of thought from the point of view of
success. The result - England brought about the war against Germany
because she had to give way to the German competition more and more
every day in the peaceful competition. Twenty years ago the total figure of
the English bal of trade rep ted four times the German one; today
there is still a relatively small difference between the two: in 5-10 years the
German figure would have exceeded the English one. In order to prevent
this, England unleashed the world war - thus from his point of view rightly
argues the daily politician, whose view does not reach beyond the current
events. If one looks deeper, one realizes: here the anti-militaristic




Geift gegen ben militariftifhen; bie antimilitariftifhen Geiftes-
anlagen, die Englandd Grdfe begriindeten, Ennen nicht mehr
friedlich gegen die militariftifdhen Tugenden auffommen, bdie
Deutfhlands Aufjtieg ermisgliht haben. Antimilitaridmus
und Militaridmug timpfen um bdie Weltherv{daft; die
Parole diefes Krieges hat ihre weltgefdyichtliche Berechtigung.

Der Audgang des Nampfed fann nidht weifelhaft fein.
Was der friedlihe Wettlampf bereits offenbart Hat, fann bdie
triegerifhe Uudeinanderfegung nur beftdtigen: bie tiberlegenbeit
des militariftifhen Geiftes. Um bdied ju behaupten, ift e8 gar
nicht mebr ndtig, bdas definitive Endrefultat ded RKrieges abyu-
warten. Hundert Symptome vertiinden bereitd biefes Refultat.
Auf ein eingiged fei Hier hingewiefen, e8 ift beredter al§ alles
andere: die dffentlihe Meinmung in England befdhdftigt fich ernit-
fidh mit bem Gedanlen der Einfilhrung ber allgemeinen Webhr-
piligt. Wenn das Gange nidyt von foldy tragifhem weltgefchiche-
lidgen Ernft wire, man miifte weidlih lachen; aud) die Welt-
gejhidhte DHat ihre Wise, nur bdaf fie sumeift von blutiger
Rragitomil find, England, dad biefen RKrieg unter der Parole
bes Nieber mit dem Militaridmus entfefjelt Hat, will die all
gemeine Wehrpflicht einfiipren, d. b. den erften Schrite tun, um
den Militaridmus aud) bei fich) yur Herrfchaft su bringen. Damit
allein ift der geiftedgefchichtliche Rampf eigentlich {hon entfchieden.
Der Militaridmus fann feinen grofeven Sieg feiern, ald indem
er England aur Einflihrung der allgemeinen Webrpfliht awingt,
womit ed fidh ibm Dbedingungslos ausdliefert, Wer die innere
Gefdichte Englands im legten Jahrhundert verfolgt, fann nide
baran weifeln, daf dieS aud) beftimmt eines Taged lommien
muf; idh weif nidht, ob bdie Vefigergreifung Englands
dburd) den militaviftifden Beift gevabe in der Form bder
Cinfithrung der allgemeinen Wehrpflidt erfolgen wird, aber bdie
Befigergreifung felbft wird erfolgen miiffen. Die gefamte eng-
lifhe Gefdhidyte im legten Jahrhundert drdngt davauf hin, Das
Enbe bes 18. Jahrhundertd bebeutet den Hihepunlt ber indivi-
bualiftifden Epodhe in der europdifdhen Gefdyichte. Seitdem bes
ginnt der Umfhlag: die Hiftorifh-organifche Gedantenridhtung lbft
bie rationaliftifh-individualiftifhe ab; der {opiale Gebante bridyt
fich Bahn; die Demolratie tritt ihren Siegeslauf an, bie napoleoni
e Ara peigt andy duperlich den Beginn der militariftifhen Epoche
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spirit is fighting against the militaristic one; the anti-militaristic
mental faculties which founded England's greatness can no longer
peacefully rise against the militaristic virtues which made Germany's rise
possible. Anti-militarism and militarism are fighting for world domination;
the slogan of this war has its world-historical justification.

The outcome of the struggle cannot be in doubt. What the peaceful
competition has already revealed, the warlike confrontation can only
confirm: the superiority of the militaristic spirit. To assert this, it is no
longer even necessary to wait for the definitive final result of the war. A
hundred symptoms already proclaim this result. One of these is more
eloquent than all the others: public opinion in England is seriously
considering the introduction of compulsory military service. If the whole
thing were not of such tragic world-historical seriousness, one would have
to laugh heartily; world history also has its jokes, only that they are mostly
of bloody tragicomics. England, which has unleashed this war under the
slogan of down with militarism, wants to introduce general conscription,
i.e. to take the first step in order to bring militarism to dominance in her
country as well. With this alone the spiritual-historical struggle is actually
already decided. Militarism can celebrate no greater victory than by
forcing England to introduce compulsory military service, thereby
surrendering herself unconditionally to it. Anyone who has followed the
internal history of England in the last century cannot doubt that this must
certainly come some day; | do not know whether the seizure of England by
the militaristic spirit will take the form of the introduction of universal
conscription, but the seizure itself will have to take place. The whole of
English history in the last century urges this. The end of the 18th century
means the climax of the individualistic epoch in European history. Since
then the change begins: the historical-organic direction of thought

pl the rationalistic-individualistic one; the social thought breaks

through; democracy starts its victorious run, the Napoleonic era also

outwardly indicates the beginning of the militaristic epoch.



an. Aud) in England erveicht su BVeginn ded 19. Jahrhunderts
bie individualiftifhe Entwidlung ibren Hibepuntt; dad Ergebnid
diefer Entwidlung waren foziale Suftinde, twie fie {hlimmer und
furdbtbarer nur {elten wieder in bder Weltge{dhichte anzutreffen
find, Oie find beute alibelannt; wer fie niber lennen lernen will,
{ei auf Gngeld: ,Lage der arbeitenden RKlaffen in England” und
Sdulze-Givernig: ,Sum fosialen Frieden” verwiefen. Dev indi-
vidualiftifhe Geift batte England innerlid an bden Rand bes
Abgrunds gebracht, CEine Realtion mufite fommen. Sie lam;
ein newer eift begann fih in England BVahn ju bredhen. Seine
Borlimpfer waren bdie Theoretiter de Chartidmud, waren bdie
driftlichen Sopialiften, waven bdie Fiihrer der Genoffen{dafts-
bewegung, twaren Kingsley, NRusfin und vor allem Carlyle.
Die Gebantenvidhtung, die fie vertraten, war die foziale, hiftorifdhe,
organifdye; wasd bdadfelbe bebeutet: die militariftifche, die deutfche.
An dem grifpten Bertveter diefed neuen England, Carlyle, zeigt fich
bag Gange mit {dirfiter Klarbeit: dag beherrfhende Erlebnis im
Leben bdiefes grofen Schotten war die innere Uberwvindung der indbivi-
bualiftifchen franzdfifdhen Auftldrungspbilofophie, der atomiftifdhen
englifhen Nationaldtonomie und die Entbecfung dev organifdhen,
fonthetifhen deutfchen Philofopbie. Carlple war begeifterter BVe-
wunberer deutfyen Wefens, glfifender AUnbénger der Jdeen der
beutfhen Pbhilofophie. Ale Manner und Ridtungen im Eng-
land des 19. Sahrhunberts, die von fhdpferifher Bebeutung find,
fteben unter dem Ginfluf Carlples, unter dem Einflup deutjden
Geifted: fei ed die demolratiihe Genoffenidafesbewegung oder
bas fonfervative, fozial gevidytete ,Jung-England¥, bad in Disraeli
feinen Griibrer fand, Wiire diefer Progep friedlich weitergegangen,
er biitte fhlieflich mit ber vislligen Sibermindung des alten indi-
vidualiftifchen Geiftes geendet; die Wertveter diefed Beiftes fpiivten
ed febr twobl, QA fie friedlidh ibre Pofition nidt medr wahren
tonnten, entfefielten fie den RKrieg, ber Deutichland und bden
militariftifhen Geift vernichten follte. Dad Nefultat ift, wie
gefagt, beveitd ba: der antimilitariftifhe Geift ift unterlegen und
Cugland will die allgemeine Wehrpflicht cinfiipren. Die Welt-
gefdhichte Dat eben ihren Sinn; das fovt{dhrittliche Prinsip bat
fiiv bie Dauer nody ftets das riidfchrittliche befiegt. Die Parole:
Nieder mit dem Militaridmus! vertdrpert in diefem Kriege das
viidfdhrittlihe Element, ein Sieg der Parole wdve ein Sieg des
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gl too, indivi istic dewv: reached its climax at the
beginning of the 19th century; the result of this development were social
conditions such as are rarely to be found again in world history, worse
and more terrible. They are well known today; whoever wants to know
them better is referred to Engels: "Situation of the Working Classes in
" and Géavernih: "On Social Peace". The individualistic

In

spirit had brought England inwardly to the edge of the abyss. A reaction
had to come. It came; a new spirit began to break out in England. Its
champions were the Chartist theorists, the Christian socialists, the leaders
of the cooperative movement, Kingsley, Ruskin, and above all Carlyle. The
school of thought they represented was the social, historical, organic;
which means the same thing: the militaristic, the German. In the greatest
representative of this new England, Carlyle, the whole is shown with the
sharpest clarity: the dominating experlence in the life of this great Scot
was the inner overcoming of the ir French E|

hil phy, of the istic Englist i | economy, and the discovery
of the organic, synthetic German philosophy. Carlyle was an enthusiastic
admirer of German nature, an ardent follower of the ideas of German
philosophy. All men and directions in the England of the 19th century,
which are of creative importance, stand under the influence of Carlyle,
under the influence of German spirit: be it the democratic
Genoffenschaftsbewegung or the conservative, socially directed "jung-
england”, which found its leader in Disraeli. If this process had continued
peacefully, it would have ended with the complete overcoming of the old
individualistic spirit; the representatives of this spirit felt it very well. When
they could no longer maintain their position peacefully, they unleashed the
war that was to destroy Germany and the militaristic spirit. The result is,
as | said, already there: the anti-militaristic spirit is defeated and England
wants to introduce the general conscription. World history just has its
meaning; the progressive principle has always defeated the regressive
one in the long run. The slogan: Down with militarism! embodies the
regressive element in this war; a victory of the slogan would be a victory
of the 17th and 18th centuries over the 19th and 20th centuries.




17. undb 18, Jahrhunderts iiber dad 19. und 20. LWell Deutjc)-
fand bad fortidritclidhe Pringlp verldrpert, ift ed des Sieged
fiher. Deutfdhland wird fiegen, und die Welt wird vom milita.
riftifhen Geifte beberrfdht werben. Wer Luft bat, mag ed be-
bauern unb RKlagelieder anftimmen; ed bindbern zu wollen, iff eine
Forheit und cin Verbreden gegen den Geniug der Bejdhichte,
bas begangen u baben Gngland und Franfreid nodh fdhwer
werden biifen miiffen.

\

England und Frantreidh! Audh Franlreid bat fidh die
antimilitariftifdhe Parole su eigen gemadit; e8 bebauptet, nidht
nur um Gljof-Cothringen willen in bdiefen RKrieg gegangen au
fein, oielmehr auch feinerfeitd in der Vernihtung ved Milita-
ridmus bas leste und bdcdhfte Siel su erbliden. So erfebt fih
benn die Frage, aud weldhen Wurzeln der antimilitariftifche Geift
in Frantreid) feine Nahrlvaft pieht, eine Frage, die aweifellod
nidht {o einfady ift wie die nady den Motiven ded englifhen AUntis
militaridmug, wo die Dinge viel offener und faver jutage traten.
Diler bagegen ift bad Bange vermidelter, verfdhlungener, gilt e
Wiberfpriihe und inneve Konflitte aufpudeden; denn fo felbfts
verftdnblihertveife antimilitaviftijch wie e8 der englifche Geift ift,
ift ber franydfifhe nidht. Ja, auf den eviten Vlid hin mddhte e
{dheinen, al8 ob Frantreich alled andere ald antimilitariftifd), viel-
mebr gerade das taffifche Cand des Militaridmus fei. Halten
wir und nur folgende wenige Tatfadyen vor Augen: Friiper als
alle anberen Staaten Guropas Hat Frantreihd ftarfes Kiénigtum
fid ein ftebendes Heer gefdhaffen; faum ein Vol in Europa hat
fo viel Kriege entfeffelt, fo viele Ungriffslriege gefiihrt wie das
franybfifhe; der Gedbante der allgemeinen Wehrpfliht, die Grund-
fage bed gefamten mobdernen WMilitaridmus, ift im Franfreich ber
Franzdfifchen Revolution geboren; der grofite aller Solbatentaifer,
Rapoleonn, war Frangofe, dad erfte moderne, b. h. militariftijde
Heer war das franzdfifhe der RNevolutionslriege und der Na-
poleonifhen Felvptige. So einfach und leicht fann alfo die anti-
militaviftifhe Parole in Frantveid) fich nidyt Babn gebrochen haben;
e mufiten fdhon ftarfe, militariftifd geridytete Tendenyen fiber-
wunben werbden, bevor die geiftigen Fiihrer ded franpififhen Volles
diefe in England entftandene Parole 3u der ihrigen machen tonnten.
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Germany embodies the progressive principle, it is sure of victory.
Germany will be victorious, and the world will be dominated by the
militaristic spirit. Whoever feels like it may regret it and sing laments; to
want to prevent it is a folly and a crime against the genius of history,
which England and France will have to pay heavily for having committed.

Vv

England and France! France, too, has adopted the anti-militarist
slogan; it claims not only to have entered this war for the sake of Alsace-
Lorraine, but also for its part to see in the destruction of militarism the
final and highest goal. The question arises, then, from what roots the anti-
militarist spirit in France draws its nourishment, a question which is
undoubtedly not as simple as that of the motives of English anti-
militarism, where things were much more open and clear. Here, on the
other hand, the whole thing is more involved, more intricate, there are
contradictions and inner conflicts to be uncovered; for the French spirit is
not as self-evidently anti-militaristic as the English spirit is. Yes, at first
glance it might seem that France is anything but anti-militaristic, but rather
the classic country of militarism. But let us keep the following facts in
mind: France's strong royalty created a standing army earlier than any
other state in Europe; hardly any other nation in Europe has unleashed so
many wars, waged so many wars of aggression, as the French; the idea of
universal conscription, the basis of all modern militarism, was born in the
France of the French Revolution; the greatest of all soldier-emperors,
Napoleon, was French; the first modern, i.e. militaristic, army was the
French of the Revolutionary Wars and the Napoleonic campaigns. So the
anti-militarist slogan could not have broken through so easily in France;
strong militaristic tendencies had to be overcome before the spiritual
leaders of the French people could make this slogan, which had originated
in England, their own.




Beginnen wir damit, bdiefe militariftifchen Tendempen bes
franadfifhen Geifted au ecfaffen. €8 wird nidt {dwer fein, au
erfennen, bap ovon ben el grofen Leitpringipien des Milita-
rigmug dad erfte, bas bemofratifhe LUniformierungspringip, das-
jenige ift, das bem frangdfijhen Beift wefendverwandt ift. Friiher
al8 in allen anderen Staaten hat der moderne demolratifdhe Ge-
banle fidh in Frantreid) Babhn gebroden; das grofte Creignis
ber modernen franydfijden Gefdidhte, die Franzbiifhe Revolution,
ftebt gany unter dbem Seichen diefer Jdee. Dad LUniformievungd-
pringip, bag in England bie Dauptquelle bder Ubneigung gegen
alle8, wad militariftifch ift, bilbet, tann fomit den antimilitariftic
{dhen Beift in Frantveih nidht erzeugt haben. Jn dem anbderen
Leitpringip bes Militaridmus alfo, im Subordinationdprinyip,
werden wir dbad vornehmite Motiv ded framydfifdhen Antimilita-
ridmusd fudhen miiffen. &3 wird denn auch nicht {Hwerfallen,
ed bier u findben. Daf bie Difyiplin, die Lnterordnung, bder
unbedbingte Gehorfam nidyt die vornehmften Tugenden ded franzs«
fifhen Soldaten darftellen, ift eine oft gemadyte TWahrnehmung.
@egen jeden 3wang lehnt fich der Frangofe inftinttmipig auf;
{eine vevolutiondre Neigung (Gt {ich sum guten Teil aus bdiefer
Unfabigleit qur Difsiplin und Suborbination erlldren.

Wober vithet bdiefe Unfdbigleit? Miv fdheint, die Urfache
ift in einer Gigenart des frampéfifhen Voltdchavalters su finden,
bie von allen anbeven vielleicht diefenige ift, in ber er fich am
fdbdrfften vom deutfchen Wefen unterfcheidet; wir werden fie daher
am beften erfaffen fénnen, twenn wiv von bev entgegengefegten
beutfhen Wefensart ausgehen, Man Hat vielfach dag Wefen
bed Deut{htums durd) den Begriff der Sadlidhteit befinieven
wollent, worunter die Fibigleit verftanden werden foll, jede Sade
um ihrer felbft willen zu fun und fid) gany an bie Objelte ber
cigenen Tdtigleit Hinyugeben. I glaube nidht, bah man mit
biefer Jdee wirllih) dasd tiefffe Wefen ded deutfchen Beiftes faft,
aud bem fih alle anderen fundamentalen Eigenarten ableiten
lieBen; ficher aber beyeichnet die Tenbeny jur Sadblichleit einen
ber ausdgefprodenften und tiefjten Siige ded deutidhen Chavalters
und jedenfalld ben, in dem er fich am offentundigften vom franys.
fifhen unterfcheibet. Dentn ebenfofehr wie der Deutfhe von
Natur aud dagu neigt, fich felbft in ciner BVefdhiftigung mit einem
Objett vdllig ju vergeffen und gany in diefer Vefchdftigung auf=
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Let us begin by grasping these militaristic tendencies of the French
spirit. It will not be difficult to see that of the two great guiding principles
of militarism the first, the democratic principle of uniformity, is the one
which is consubstantial with the French spirit. Earlier than in any other
country, the modern democratic idea broke through in France; the greatest
event in modern French history, the French Revolution, is entirely under
the sign of this idea. The principle of uniformity, which in England is the
main source of aversion to all that is militaristic, cannot therefore have
produced the anti-militaristic spirit in France. In the other guiding principle
of militarism, then, in the principle of subordination, we shall have to look
for the noblest motive of French antimilitarism. It will not be difficult to find
it here. That discipline, subordination, unconditional obedience are not the
noblest virtues of the French soldier is a perception often made. The
Frenchman instinctively rebels against all coercion; his revolutionary
y can be d in good part by this incapacity for discipline
and subordination.

Where does this inability come from? It seems to me that the cause
is to be found in a peculiarity of the French national character, which is
perhaps the one in which it differs most sharply from the German
character; we shall therefore be able to grasp it best if we proceed from
the opposite German character. The essence of Germanism has often
been defined by the concept of objectivity, which is to be understood as
the ability to do every thing for its own sake and to devote itself entirely to
the objects of one's own activity. | do not believe that with this idea we
really grasp the deepest essence of the German spirit, from which all other
fundamental peculiarities could be derived; but certainly the tendency to
objectivity denotes one of the most pronounced and profound traits of the
German character, and at any rate that in which it differs most obviously
from the French. For just as the German tends by nature to forget himself
completely in a preoccupation with an object and to




augeben, ebenjofebr ift e3 bem Franyofen eigen, feine eigene
DPerfon in feiner Lebenslage, in Leiner Litigleit aud den Augen
3u verlieven, in ibr vielmehr {tetd den Ausdgangspuntt und bdas
Sentrum all feines Schaffend und Witkend zu erbliden. Den
Deutfchen inteveffieren die Sadhen, mit denen ev fih abgibt, mehr
alg bie Perfonen, mit benen er zufammeniebt; daber betreffen
feine anerlannteften Tugenben faft alle bdag Verbiltnid bded
Menfhen gum Objelt {eined Tund: Griindlichleit, Tiefe, 3dbig-
teit und bie Eigenfdhaften, bie davaud refultieren; Pedanterie,
Cinfeitigleit und Scdhrullenhaftigleit die Fehler, die nur die
ertremen Ausdgeftaltungen bdiefer Sugenden find. Dagegen feblt
¢8 bem deutfhen Charalter an denjenigen Boryligen, die die Be-
siehungen von Menfd) und Menfdy fo angenehm und reizend ge:
ftalten fonnen; ®robheit, Cigenfinn, Sdwerfalligleit find die
beutichen Nationalfehler, mit denen bder deutfhe Beift fir feine
Griindlicheit und Tiefe beyahlen muf. Gerade bier aber, wo die
Sdwidye dbed deutfchen Geifted vubht, liegt die Stirte ded framyis-
fijhen. Die Vejiehungen der Menfdjen untereinander, bdasd ift
bie Sphiire, in welder der Fransofe feine griften Triumpbe feit
jeber gefeiert bat. CLiebenswilrdigteit, Grazie, Hiflichleit, Gefell-
{daftlidhteit, died find die Eigenarten, mit denen er feit dltefter
Beit parabieren fonnte; in nidt minder Hohem GBrade aber find
benn aud) Oberfldcdlidhleit und Leichtfinn die Fehler, die man
ibm {tetd vorgeworfen hat, Die daralteriftijdite Ausddrudsform
bes franybfifben Beifte, der — durd) fein deutfched Wort {iber-
fegbar — E{prit, seigt diefe Veranlagung in Hisdhfter Klarheit.
Cfprit ift nur denfbar in der Gefell{daft; in einfamer Rammer
efpritooll zu fein, ift abjurb. Gine efpritvolle Unterhaltung ift
eine foldye, in ber man bie Objefte dbed Gefpriches nidht ernft,
nur im Hinblid auf fie felbft betradtet, fie vielmehr nur in ihren
Beyiehungen ju den fidy Unterhaltenden anfieht und behanbdelt.
Nidyts ift dem Efprit {chidlicher ald Einfeitigleit; iiber alle Dinge
reben finmen, wetl man lein ecimpiges bid sum tiefften Grunde
etfannt Hat, it Borausfesung allen CEfpritd. Ceine innerfte
Govmel aber lautet: Nidyts ift abfolut, alles relativ; nur in ihren
Bepiehungen fiiv die eingelnen Menfdhen find dbie Dinge da; e
wdre daher dbumm und finnlosd, fidh su vergeffen und {ih gany
einer Gadye hingugeb Diefe Beranlag seigt fidy nivgends
treffender al8 in der Auffaffung ded BVerufesd: dbem Deutfchen
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become completely absorbed in this preoccupation, so it is characteristic
of the Frenchman not to lose sight of his own person in any situation in
life, in any activity, but rather always to see in him the starting point and
the center of all his work and activity. The German is more interested in
the things with which he deals than in the persons with whom he lives;
hence his most recognized virtues almost all concern the relation of man
to the object of his action: thoroughness, profundity, tenacity, and the
qualities which result from them; pedantry, one-sidedness, and quirkiness
the faults which are only the extreme manifestations of these virtues. On
the other hand, the German character lacks those virtues which can make
the relations of man and man so pleasant and delightful; coarseness,
obstinacy, ponderousness are the German national defects with which the
German spirit must pay for its thoroughness and depth. But precisely
here, where the weakness of the German spirit rests, lies the strength of
the French. The relations of men among themselves, that is the sphere in
which the Frenchman has always celebrated his greatest triumphs.
Amiability, grace, politeness, sociability, these are the peculiarities with
which he has been able to parade since the earliest times; but in no small
degree superficiality and recklessness are the faults which he has always
been accused of. The most characteristic form of expression of the French
spirit, which — not overlooked by any German word — esprit, shows this
disposition in the highest clarity. Esprit is only conceivable in society; to
be full of esprit in a lonely chamber is absurd. An esprit-like conversation
is one in which the objects of the conversation are not looked at seriously,
only in terms of themselves, rather, they are looked at and treated only in
their relationships with the people who are talking to each other. Nothing
is more harmful to the spirit than one-sidedness; being able to talk about
all things, because one has not recognized a single one to the deepest
bottom, is a prerequisite of all esprits. But his innermost formula is:
nothing is absolute, everything is relative; only in their relations to the
individual people are things there; it would therefore be foolish and
senseless to forget oneself and devote oneself entirely to one thing. This
disposition is nowhere more aptly demonstrated than in the conception of
the profession: for the German,



wird meift fein Beruf sum Selbftzwed; feine wiffenfdaftliche
Qrbeit, fein Gefdhift, feine Fabrif werdben ibm gar leidht su ab-
foluten Werten, in deven Dienft ev feine Perfon und fein Leben
ftellt. Daher feine Lnermiidlichleit, feine Raftlofigleit, die ihn
in jebem Ecfolg nuv die Stufe su einem anderen feben und ibn
nidht eher der Avbeit entfagen liht, ald bid er phyfifdh nidyt mebr
su ibrer Fortfithrung imftanbde ift. Wie gany anderd der Frangofe:
ihm ift ber Beruf nur WMittel; Swed bleibt er, fein Leben, feine
Familie. Er evgreift feinen BVevuf und erfiilit ibn ftetd nur mit
bem Gedbanlen, fih mdglihft bald eine folche Rente gu erarbeiten,
baf ex die Urbeit aufgeben tann; ift er foweit, fo witd er Rentier
und mag er nody in ber Bliite ded Lebend ftehen. RKein Bolf
ift in biefer Hinfidt fo untapitaliftifh wie das franydfifche; das
grofe Prinzip bes Kapitalidmus, die BVermigendanhiufung um
iprer felbft willen, obne Ridfidt davauf, ob flir den BVefiger
biefes Vermisgens bdie weitere Bermehrung desfelben nodh irgend-
weldhen Sinn und Borteil hat, diefed Pringip ift dbem Franyofen
fremd;, und biefe Fremdheit Hat jum grofen Teil bdie fdmnelle
Hiberfliigelung der franysfifhen Wirtfdaft durdy die deutfche er-
miglidht.

Diefe fundamentale Eigenart deg franybfijdhen Geiftes, im
Bordergrunde feined Jutereffed ftetd dbas Perfdnliche au ftelen,
raubt bem Franyofen dad BVerfténdnis fiir diejenige Jdee, die fiir ben
Deutichen von allen anderen die prattifd) widhtigfte ift: dbie Jdee
ber Pflidht. Die gefamte deutfche Moral, bad gefamte Leben
bes Deutihen ald Individbuum tvie bded deutfdhen BVoltes als
Gefamtheit wird von diefer Idee beberrfdyt; feine Plicht erfiillen
ift oberftes Poftulat aller Pabagogil, aller Sittlidhleit, aller Tugend-
haftigleit in Deutfhland. Die meiften anberen moralifdyen Ideen
flibrt ber Deutiche auf diefe purfid; Tvewe, Ehre, Ehrlichleit,
was er immer nur an fittlidgen Normen fennt, fie find ihm {dhier
alle nur Ausdgeftaltungen, nur Ausdruddformen der Pflidht.

Dem Frangofen ift diefe Idee fremd; die franydfijhe Spradye
tennt nicht einmal etnen Ausbrud fiir fie; devoir bebeutet eigentlich
Uufgabe, nicht Pflicht. Auf Grund besd vorhin Gefagten erfdheint
bied nur natfelih. Die Pfliche ift eine abftealte Idee; alle Ethit,
bie fih auf bdiefem BVegriff aufbaut, ift abftralt und abfolut.
DPfliht bedeutet die Anerfennung eined {hledithin giiltigen, ab-
foluten Sittengefeged; nur in ber Sphire bdes Adfoluten Tann
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his professi usually b an end in itself; his scientific work, his
business, his factory easily become absolute values for him, in the service
of which he places his person and his life. Hence his indefatigability, his
restlessness, which makes him see in every success only the step to
another and does not let him renounce work until he is physically no
longer able to continue it. How very different the Frenchman: to him the
profession is only a means; he remains the end, his life, his family. He
takes up his profession and always fulfills it only with the thought of
earning such a pension as soon as possible that he can give up work;
when he is ready, he becomes a pensioner and may still be in the prime of
life. No people is so uncapitalistic in this respect as the French; the great
principle of capitalism, the accumulation of wealth for its own sake,
without regard to whether for the owner of this wealth the further increase
of it has any sense or advantage, this principle is foreign to the French;
and this foreignness has in large part made possible the rapid overtaking
of the French economy by the German.

This fundamental peculiarity of the French mind, which always
places the personal in the foreground of its interest, deprives the
Frenchman of an understanding of that idea which, of all others, is
practically the most important for the German: the idea of duty. The
entire German morality, the entire life of the German as an individual as
well as of the German people as a whole is dominated by this idea; to
fulfill one's duty is the supreme postulate of all pedagogy, all morality,
all virtue in Germany. The German traces most other moral ideas back
to this; loyalty, honor, honesty, whatever moral norms he knows, they
are to him only forms, only expressions of duty.

This idea is foreign to the Frer the French lang does
not even know an expression for it; devoir actually means task, not
duty. On the basis of what has just been said, this seems only natural.
Duty is an abstract idea; all ethics based on this concept are abstract
and absolute. Duty means the recognition of an absolute moral
law that is par excellence valid; only in the sphere of the absolute
can the idea exist.




bie Pflichtidee exiftieren. Man exfiille feine Pflicht nie um eines
Bweded ober einer Perfon, fondbern ftetd um ihrer felbft willen,
Dag Gute um ded Guten willen ift die Quintefleny der Pflidye.
Kein Wunbder, dah dem Franzofen dbag Verftdndnis fitr diefe
Qbee feblt. Ibm, dem geborenen Relativiften, der alled nur unter
bem Gefidhtdwintel ded Perfdnlidhen auffapt, mup bdie Pflicht
ein unfapbarer Begriff bleiben. Ibm ift bie Moral nidt ein Gebot
abftratter Gebote, fondern ein Refultat dev perfénliden BVe-
siebungen awifchen den Menfden. Man foll freu {ein, nidt weil
e8 bie Pflidt ift, Treue u {tben, fondern weil e8 gemein whre,
bem Freunde oder dem Herrfdher die Treue au bredhen; man foll
wabe {ein, nidt weil dasd abfolute Sittengefes die Wahrheitslicbe
befiehlt, fonbern well ed unfdhdn gegenfiber bem anderen wdre,
ibn au belligen. Wie dbad Denfen ded Franyofen velativ ift, fo
auch feine Moral. Jch fenne leinen Pbhilofophen, ber — in
feinen Deften Seiten — framydfifjder wire ald Guyau; das Haupt-
wert, bad er gefdhrieben bat, tvligt den Titel: ,Esquisse d’une
morale sans obligation ni sanction.®

Runmehr wird ed verfténdlidh fein, warum der Frangofe
wenig Fabigleit befigt sur Difaiplin und Subordi-
nation, ®Denn beibe Eigenfhaften fegen die Moral ber Pilicht
vovaud. OSid) untevordnen, feine Perfon gany vergeffen und fich
dben Geboten anberer unterwerfen, das tut nur bderfenige, bder
barin feine Pflidt fieht, der — wad dasfelbe bebeutet — einer
foldyen Hingebung an cine Sache fibig ift, dah ex daviiber feine
Perfon vergift. Aud) der Franpofe fann fidh untevordnen, aber
bann nidht aud einem Pflidtbewuptfein Heraus, fondern aus
Ciebe und Begeifterung fiiv eine Perfon, fiiv einen Fibrer oder
Derfder. Dasd gewaltigite Beifpiel bietet die Napoleonifdhe
Armee. Nie haben Solbaten ibrem Felbherrn gropeve Treue
gebalten al8 die Oelben BVonapartes. AUber diefe Treue galt
ibm gany allein, feiner Perjon; mit feinem Scheiden war alles
dabin. Die wahre, militariftifhe Unterorbnung ift gany anderer
Natur, Sie wird nicht gelibt aus Liebe ober Verehrung bdes
Borgefegten, fondern aus dem Pflidtgefiihl Hevaus, das bdie
Hnterordbnung befieplt. riiv den wabhren Solbaten ift das Ent.
fdeidende nicht ber Mann, der im Offisterdroct ftedt, fonbern
ber Offisievsrod felbft. CSolder wabren Subordination ift der
Grangofe unfibig. Man lefe die Gefdidyte der framydfifdhen
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One never fulfills one's duty for the sake of an end or a person, but always
for its own sake. Good for the sake of good is the quintessence of duty. No
wonder the Frenchman lacks understanding of this idea. To him, the born
relativist, who sees everything only from the point of view of the personal,
duty must remain an incomprehensible concept. To him, morality is not a
commandment of abstract precepts, but a result of personal relationships
between people. One should be faithful, not because it is the duty to be
faithful, but because it would be mean to break faith with one's friend or
ruler; one should be truthful, not because the absolute moral law commands
the love of truth, but because it would be unattractive to the other to lie to
him. As the Frenchman's thinking is relative, so is his morality. | do not
know any philosopher who - in his best aspects - is more French than
Guyau; the main work he wrote is entitled: "esquisse d'une morale sans
Obligation ni sanction.”

Now it will be understandable why the Frenchman has little capacity
for discipline and subordination. For both qualities presuppose the morality
of duty. To subordinate oneself, to forget one's own person completely and
to submit to the commandments of others, this is done only by those who
see it as their duty, who - which means the same thing - are capable of such
devotion to a cause that they forget their own person over it. Even the
Frenchman can subordinate himself, but then not out of a sense of duty, but
out of love and enthusiasm for a person, for a leader or ruler. The most
powerful example is the Napoleonic Army. Soldiers have never held greater
loyalty to their commander than the heroes of Bonaparte. But this loyalty
was to him alone, to his person; With his divorce, everything was gone. The
true, militaristic subordination is quite different.It is not practiced out of love
or reverence for the superior, but out of a sense of duty that commands
subordination. For the true soldier, the decisive factor is not the man in the
officer's coat, but the officer's coat itself. The Frenchman is incapable of
such true subordination. Read the history of the French army.



QArmee.  LUngehorfam, Rivalitdt der Fithrer, Rebellion find an
ber Tagesordnung, bisd der Mann lomme, ber dburd) feine Per-
{énlichleit alle meiftert und beherrfht. In ber Gefchidhte Leines
Bolted fpielt die Eingelperfon ded Herrfcherd oder Parteifithrers,
bed ,Oelden” eine folde Rolle wie in der franydfifhen. Man
braudyt nur bas Deutige politifdye Leben Frantreihd mit bem
irgenbeined anberen Canbed ju vergleidhen, um 3u erfennen, dah
died heute nody ebenfo gilt wie in vergangenen Seiten.

Diefe LUnfébigteit sur Suborbination bebingt nod eine anbdere
Eigenart ded framydfijhen Chavalterd, bdie ebenfalls eine Napr-
quelle feiner antimilitariftifhen Tendeny bilbet: feine Unfiadig-
teit yur Orvganifation. Der Franyofe ift fein Parteimenich,
pflegt man oft su fagen; niebr, ev ift lein Organifationsmenfd.
Gr Hat eine AUbneigung gegen jede Organifation, weil alle Organi-
fation Sadlidleit erforbert. Eine wahre Organifation ift ftets
mebr al8 eine Summe von Menfden; fie wird bald au einem
felbftindigen, unperfdnlichen Wefen., Alles aber, was unperfsnlich
ift, ift dem Franjofen unfympathifh; mag fidh diefed unperfén-
lihe Wefen Organifation, Jdee odber — Gott nennen. Organi-
fationen von langer Lebenddauer find daber in Frantreid relativ
felten; Gtetigleit ift efne Tugend, bie nur der fadhliche Menjdh
befigt. Der perfinlih denfende Frangofe ift launifd, {dwantend,
wie alled Menfdlidhe fdwantend ift. Die ganze frampvfifche Ge-
{cbidhte bat etwasd Sdvantendes, iUnftetiged an fidhy; viele Anldufe
und wenig dauernde Erfolge, viel Initiative und wenig Ausdauer.
Man madyt den AUnfag, dag grifte moberne Kolonialreidhy u
griinben, und gibt bald alles ben Engldndern preid; man unter-
nimmt einen Anlauf, eine euvopdifde LUniverfalmonardie su er-
vidhten, und f{dheitert fliglich; man wagt mit unvergleichlicher BVe-
geifterung den Verfud), ein Reich der Demolratie au griinden,
unb endet mit dem vollendeten Defpotismud Bonapartes. In
einem eitraum von ettva adtaig Jabren vier Revolutionen. Und
fo ift e8 bis pum Heutigen Tage gebliecben; nirgends ift dbas poli-
tifdhe Ceben {dhwantender, dhaotifdher ald in Frantreidy; alle drei
Monate fdhier eine neue Negierung, jeded Halbe Jabr ein neues
politifhe8 Programm und ald lested Refultat — der Projeh
Gaillaug,

Go wird e8 verjtindlidh, warum Franfreih die anfimilita-
riftifhe Parole, bie in England ausdgegeben wurbde, trog aller inneven

35



Disobedience, rivalry of leaders, rebellion find the order of the day until the man
comes who, by his personality, masters and dominates all. In the history of no
nation the individual person of the ruler or party leader, the "hero" plays such a
role as in the French. One need only compare the political life of France today with
that of any other country to realize that this is as true today as it was in times past.
This incapacity for subordination implies another peculiarity of the French
character, which is also a source of its anti-militaristic tendency: its incapacity for
organization. The Frenchman is not a party man, it is often said; more, he is not an

b

all or ization

organization man. He has an aversion to all organi:
requires objectivity. A true organization is always more than a sum of people; it
soon becomes an independent, impersonal being. But everything that is
impersonal is unappealing to the Frenchman; may this impersonal being call itself
organization, idea or - God. Organizations of longevity are therefore relatively rare
in France; steadiness is a virtue possessed only by the objective man. The
personally thinking Frenchman is capricious, fluctuating, as everything human is
fluctuating. The whole of French history has something fluctuating, unsteady about
it; many attempts and few lasting successes, much initiative and little
perseverance. An attempt is made to found the largest modern colonial empire, and
soon everything is surrendered to the English; an attempt is made to establish a
European universal monarchy, and fails miserably; an attempt is made with
incomparable enthusiasm to found an empire of democracy, and ends with the
consummate despotism of Bonaparte. In a period of about eighty years, four
revolutions. And so it has remained to this day; nowhere is political life more
fluctuating, more chaotic than in France; almost every three months a new
government, every half year a new political program and as the last result - the
Caillaux trial.
Thus it becomes understandable why France adopted the anti-militarist
slogan issued in England, despite all internal resisting forces.



widerftrebenden Kvdfte, fidh au eigen gemadyt hat. Der franyd-
fifhe Geift fiiblt fih in feinen ftdrliten und eigenartigften
Seiten durd)y den Militaridmus bedroht: in dem militariftifden
@eift, deffen vornehmite BVorausdfegung die Sachlichleit, deffen
oberfted Gebot die Suborbination, beflen hochfte Norm die Pliche,
beflen gvbpte Idee die Ovganifation ift, erblidt er feinen natiir-
lichen Gegner. Jch verftehe e8 fo febr wohl, baf der Haffifdyfte
Wertreter franydfifden Geifted in unferen Tagen, AUnatole France,
al8 Grei¢ um feine Einftellung in die Armee bat, bdie beftimmt
fein foll, den Militaridmus su vernidten.

Aber felbft ber edle 3orn und die heilige Begeifterung eined
Unatole France wird nidyt imftande fein, diefed Jiel zu erreiden.
Denn wad wir bei ber Gegentiberftellung des englifhen anti-
militariftifhen und be deutfhen militariftijhen Geiftes fanden,
gilt aud) Dier: Der Militavidmus ftellt das fort{chrictliche und
barum bdheve Pringip dar. Die Eigenavten bded franssfijden
Geifted, bdie ibn zum Gegner bed Militaridmus werben (iehen,
find unmodern, fiigen fich niht mehr in dben Rahmen unferer
Beit. Grayie, Leidhtfinn, Licbendwiirdigleit, Efprit — man mag
fie nody fo fehr fhdgen und licben, ihre Jeit ift vorbei! AB o8
nodh) Salons gab, ald man Plunderhofen und Spigentragen trug,
ba entfprachen fie bem BVediirfnid ded Jabrhunderts. Heute find
fie bemmende, reaftiondre Elemente. Unfere Beit fordert gerade
bie entgegengefesten Eigenfchaften: nidht Grazie — fondbern Cunft,
nicht Liebendwiirdigleit — fondern RKuaft, nidt Efprit — fondern
Sadylihteit und GriindlichTeit, diefe Sugenden haben den Charalter
unfever 3eit geforme, haben ihre Erfolge ermiglidht. Das Rafdyeln
oon Schleppen, bas Fliiftern galanter RKavaliere, dag Kidhern
liebenswfirbiger Damen bilben nidht mehr den Nhythmus bdes
Sabrhundertd; aber dbad Saufen ber Mafdyinen, das Haften der
Gefdydftigen, der harte Tritt ber Arbeiterbataillone, dbad mannlicde
Subeln der Erfolgreidhen, dies find die Elemente ihres Klanges.
iUnd dagegen wird aller Kampf nuglod fein. Der Geniug bder
Gefchichte ift ein ftrenger Gott; dburdy franydfijche Grazie und Efprit
(@Bt er fich nicht betdren. Deutfchland wird fiegen, und die Welt
wirtd militariftifd werben. Darob mag AUnatole France trauern,
mbgen Fftheten und RKavaliere jammern, der Geift der Ieit lafit
fih in feinem Siegeslauf niht aufbalten; bdenn die Weltgefdhichte
Pat einen Sinn,

36



The French spirit feels itself threatened in its strongest and most peculiar
ropes by militarism: in the militaristic spirit, whose noblest condition is
objectivity, whose supreme commandment is subordination, whose
highest norm is duty, whose g idea is or ization, it sees its

natural opponent. | understand it so well that the most classical
representative of the French spirit in our days, Unatole France, asked as
an old man for his recruitment into the army, which should be destined to
destroy militarism.

But even the noble anger and holy enthusiasm of an Anatole France
will not be able to achieve this goal. For what we found in the comparison
of the English anti-militaristic and the German militaristic spirit applies
here also: Militarism represents the progressive and therefore higher
principle. The peculiarities of the French spirit which made it an opponent
of militarism are unfashionable, no longer fit into the framework of our
time. Grace, frivolity, amiability, esprit - one may appreciate and love them
so much, their time is over! When there were still salons, when people
wore tattered pants and lace collars, they met the need of the century.
People they are inhibiting, reactionary elements. Our time demands just
the opposite qualities : not grace - but seriousness, not kindness - but
strength, not esprit - but practicality and thoroughness, these virtues have
formed the character of our time, have made possible its successes. The
rustle of trains, the whisper of gallant liers, the giggle of amiable

ladies no longer form the rhythm of the century; but the whir of
machinery, the burden of the busy, the hard tread of labor battalions, the
manly exultation of the successful, these are the elements of its sound.
And against this all struggle will be useless. The genius of history is a
stern god; he cannot be beguiled by French grace and esprit. Germany
will win, and the world will become militaristic. Anatole France may
mourn, aesthetes and cavaliers may lament, but the spirit of the times
cannot be stopped in its victorious course, for world history has a
purpose.



VI

Sa, die Weltgefhichte Hat einen Sinn, ¢3 mag tihn er-
fcheinen, gerade in diefen MNonaten dies ju behaupten; in diefen
Monaten, da Taufende angefichtd bdiefeds Weltlrieges ihren
Glauben an den Sinn der Gefdidyte verloren Haben. Aber eben
barum mufi e8 mit verftirfter Kraft verfiinbet werden: bdie Welt-
gefdhichte Dat einen Sinn. Lnd biefer Sinn madyte diefen RKrieg
notendig. Der AUntagonidmus swifdhen dem militariftifhen und
dem antimilitaviftifhen Geift mufite einmal endgiiltig ent{chieden
werden, und bda unfer gegenmwdrtiged Kulturfyftem nun einmal fo
aufgebaut ift, daf alle grofen Kimpfe ibre legte Entfdheidung
burd) Rriege erbalten, war bdiefer Rrieg notwendig.

AUber derfelbe Sinn der Befdhidyte, ber ben Krieg notwendig
werden liep, verlangt mit gleicher Notwenbdigleit den enbdgiiltigen
Sieg bes Militaridmus. Jn einem hiheren Sinne find ja alle
RKriege, nod) bevor fie erfldrt find, beveitd entfchieden. LWer ben
Ginn der Gefdhidhte su erfennen vermidhte, wiitbe bas legte Re-
fultat aller grofen biftorifhen KRimpfe vorausfagen Wnnen; und
bavin eben rvubt bdie tiefe Sinnlofigleit ded Kvieges liberhaupt,
ba er ftetd um ein Crgebnisd gefilhrt wird, dbas bereitd von vorn-
bevein feftfteht. DieSmal Deift diefed CErgebnisd: Sieg des
Militaridmus, Denn nur dber Sieg ded militariftifdhen
Geiftes wird unfere 3eit in den Stand {egen, bdie
Aufgaben yu [Bfen, die ihr dbie Weltgefdhidhte geftellt
bat. Diesd in aller Nirye nur angudeuten, will bad legte Kapitel
perfudhen,

Man fann den Sinn und die Hiftorifdhe Miffion
unferer Jeit in ecinem jufammenfaffen: ibre Uufgabe ift es,
die RKuiturmen{dhheit neu 3u ordnen, an bdie Stelle des
bigher Derrfdhenden gefellfhaftlichen Syftems ein neued u fegen.
Man bhat bagfelbe im Sinn, wenn man — wie #iblih — unfere
Beit al8 eine foldye des fibergangs beseichnet. Libergangsseiten
find eben foldye, die swifchen einer bigher geltenden Gefelljhafts.
ordnung und einer neu au ervidhtenden fehen und die AUufgabe
haben, die alte burch dbie nmeue zu erfegen,

Ulle Um- und Neuordnung befteht nun in pweierlei: in der
Berftérung dev alten Ordnung und dem Neuaufbau bder neuen.
Bunddft einmal miiflen alle Grenypfiple, Ordbnungsdfchranten und
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Yes, world history has a meaning; it may seem bold to assert this in
these very months; in these months when thousands have lost their faith in
the meaning of history in the face of this world war. But precisely for this
reason it must be proclaimed with increased strength: world history has a
meaning. And this sense made this war necessary. The antagonism between
the militaristic and the anti-militaristic spirit had to be decided once and for all,
and since our present cultural system is built in such a way that all great
struggles receive their final decision through wars, this war was necessary.

But the same sense of history that made war necessary demands with
equal necessity the final victory of militarism. In a higher sense, all wars, even
before they are declared, are already decided. Whoever would be able to
recognize the meaning of history would be able to predict the final result of all
great historical struggles; and therein rests the profound senselessness of
war in general, that it is always waged for a result which is already determined
from the outset. This time this result is called: victory of militarism. For only
the victory of the militaristic spirit will enable our time to solve the tasks which
world history has set it. The last chapter will only try to indicate this in brief.

The meaning and the historical mission of our time can be summed up in
one: its task is to reorganize cultural mankind, to put a new social system in
place of the one that has prevailed until now. One has the same in mind when
one - as usual - calls our time one of transition. Transitional periods are
precisely those that stand between a social order that has prevailed up to now
and a new one that is to be established, and have the task of replacing the old
one with the new one.

All adjustments and reordering now consist of two things: in the
destruction of the old order and the reconstruction of the new. First of all, all
border posts, regulatory barriers and labels of the previous system must be removed
and all elements of the system that are to be reorganized must be disassembled as

such, on an equal footing with one another.



Ctifettiecrungen des bigherigen Opftems befeitigt und alle Ele-
mente bed Gpftems, die neu geordnet werden {ollen, al8 folde,
gleidhtvertig untereinander, audeinanbergelegt werden. Sodbann
erft tann bas gweite, bie Neuorbnung diefer Elemente, begonnen
werden.

So befteht benn Ddie erfte 2Uufgabe unferer Jeit in ber
Serftdrung: alle fozialen Schihtungen und gefellichaftlichen
Gormungen, die das alte Spftem gefdaffen hat, miiffen vernidytet,
bie eingelnen Men{dien miiffen aus ihren angeftammten Milieus
Pevausdgeriffen werben; feine Tradition darf mehr als heilig gelten;
bag AUlter gilt nur alg Jeidhen dber Krantheit; die Parole Heipt:
wad war, mup weg. Die RKrdfte, die biefe negative Aufgabe
unferer eit ausfilren, find: auf bdem wictfhaftlich-fozialen
@ebiete der RKapitalismus, auf dem politifd-geiftigen die Demo-
tratie. Wieviel fie bereitd geleiftet haben, wiffen wir alle; aber
wir wiffen aud), dap ibr Werl nody nidyt gany vollbradyet it.
QNody Limpft ber RNapitalidmus gegen bdie Fovmen bder alten,
trabitionellen Wirtfhaft, nody fithrt die Demolratie einen Heifen
RKampf gegen alle Kedfte der Realtion. Vollenden witd bdag
LWert dev militariftifthe Geift. Sein Uniformierungspringip wird
bie negative Aufgabe der Jeit refilod durdhfilhren: wenn erft alle
Glieder unferes Kulturtreifed als Soldaten unferes Kultur{pftems
uniformiert find, ift bdiefe eine Aufgabe geldft.

Dann aber erft erhebt fich bie anbere, grifere und fdvievigere
Aufgabe: ber Aufbau der neuen Ordnung. Die Glicber,
bie nun aus ihren alten Verwurzelungen und Schidhtungen Hevaus-
geriffen find und ungeordnet, anardifdy hHevumliegen, miiffen au
neuen F gen und RKategorien gefdhloflen werden; twurden
bei ber Lifung der erften Aufgabe alle gundchft einmal fitv gleidh
erfldve, fo miiffen die Menfdyen nun wieder geteilt und diffevensiert:
ein neues pyramidales, bierardhifched Syftem mup errichtet werden.
Qudy diefe Aufgabe verfudpte der RKapitalidmus gu Iifen; wir
wiffen, mit weldem Miggefdhid. Er nahm die fundamentale
Srennung in Herrfdhende und BVeberrfchte nach falfhen Gefichts-
punften vor: nad) denjenigen des Reichtums, der Lapitaliftifhen
Madh)t. Audy diefe pweite Aufgabe wird nur bder militariftifde
@eift [Sfen tnnen fraft feined anbeven grofen Leitprinzips ber
Gubordination. @ wird den wabren atiftofratifhen Grundfag
aur Herrfdaft bringen: Serrfhen foll, wer herrfhen tann. Nidpt
38




Only then can the second, the reorganization of these elements, be
started.

Thus, the first task of our time is destruction: all social
stratifications and social formations created by the old system must be
destroyed, individuals must be torn out of their ancestral milieus; no
tradition may be considered sacred any longer; old age is regarded only
as a sign of illness; the slogan is: what was, must go. The forces that
carry out this negative task of our time are: in the economic-social field

in the political-spiritual field d acy. We all know how
much they have already achieved, but we also know that their work is
not yet pletely finished. Capitalism is still fighti inst the forms
of the old, litional y, d acy is still fighting a hot battle

against all forces of reaction. The militaristic spirit will complete the
work. Its principle of uniformization will carry out the negative task of the
time completely: when all members of our cultural circle are uniformed
as soldiers of our cultural system, this one task will be solved.

But only then the other, greater and more difficult task arises: the
construction of the new order. The links, which are now torn out of their
old roots and stratifications and lie around disorderly, anarchically, must
be closed into new for i and gories; if in the solution of the
first task all were at first declared equal, now men must again be divided
and differentiated: a new pyramidal, hierarchical system must be
established. Capitalism also tried to solve this task; we know with what
misfortune. It made the fundamental division into rulers and ruled
according to wrong points of view: according to those of wealth, of
capitalist power. This second task, too, can only be solved by the
militaristic spirit by virtue of its other great guiding principle of
subordination. He will bring the true aristocratic principle to rule: Let
those who can rule, rule.




SHerfunft und Name, nidhgt BVermigen und Madyt ent{cheidet,
fondern bas8 Talent jum Herrjdhen. Jn einer Armee, bdie gany
nach ben Forderungen des Militaridmus organifiert wdre, gibe
e nur einen Gefihtdpuntt filv die Befdrderungen: bdle Thdtig-
feit im KRommandieven und AUnfithren. 3n der Gefellfhaft, wie
fie der militariftifhe Geift neu aufbauen wird, wird derfelbe Be-
fibtspuntt berrfhend fein: wer fabig ift sum Derr{dhen, wird
hevrfdyen.

Q3ft aber bdiefes beides durdhgefiihrt, bas alte Syftem er-
teiimmert unb die neue Orbnung ervidhtet, dbann gilt ed ein Drittes
au leiften, obne bad biefed gange Wer! unvollendet wive, durd)
basd erft bie neue Ordnung fidh al8 der alten iiberlegen, als die
bishere ertveifen wird: e8 wird nitig fein, die neue Gefell-
fdaft nun 3u einem einheitlihen, gefdloffenen Organis-
mug ju geftalten. Warum ward ed denn {iberhaupt notwendig,
basd alte gefell{haftliche Syftem au vernidhten und durd) ein neues
au erfegen? Weil e8 mit der Jeit feine organifdhe Gefchloffen-
Deit verloren Hatte, weil feine Glieder und Orvgane fidh aufpuldfen
begannen und inneve Anardhie einfegte. Dad neue Gefelfdafts-
bftem twird nicdht eber vollenbdet fein, als bid ed ju einem Organis-
mud geworden fein witdh. Wir wiffen e Deute alle, dah biefe
Aufgabe die grifte und bebeutfamfte ift; wir pflegen fle nur
anbers au begeidhnen: wir nennen fie die Léfung der fozialen
Frage. Die foplale Frage — was anderd ift fie denn, al8 ber
Buftand der inneven gefel{daftlichen Unardyie? Daf die wenigen
3u viel und immer mebr, die meiften aber ju tvenig und immer
weniger befigen, bdaf Produltion und RKonfumtion fidh nidt
barmonifchy die LWage Halten, dbap Landwirtihaft und Induftrie
fih nidyt erginzen, und wie all die anderen grofen Teilprobleme
bed Gefamtlomplered ber fostalen Frage Heifen migen, all dies
find ja nur Ausdbrudsformen bder inneren Anarvdhie und Dese
organifation. Weldje RKraft Yann dbiefe AUnavdhie {iberwinden?
Nur eine: die Jbee der Organifation, ded Organidmus; eben die
Qbee, bie wir ald bdie hdchfte, oberfte Idee des militariftifhen
Gceiftes ertannt baben. Daraus ergibt es fich von felbft: Nur
ber militariftifhe Geift fann biefe legte und grdpte Aufgabe
unferer 3eit, die Lifung der fosialen Frage, odber was bdasfelbe
ift, die Organifation ded neuen Befel{chaftsfyftems, vollbringen.
Dafs er allein bazu bevufen ift, iff Heute bereitd allgemeine

39



It is not origin and name, not fortune and power that decide, but the talent
to rule. In an army organized entirely according to the demands of
militarism, there would be only one criterion for promotion: ability to
command and lead. In the society that the militaristic spirit will rebuild, the
same point of view will prevail: whoever is capable of ruling will rule.

But when both these things have been accomplished, the old system
smashed and the new order established, then a third thing has to be done,
without which this whole work would be incomplete, through which only
the new order will prove to be superior to the old, to be the higher one: it
will be necessary now to form the new society into a uniform, closed
organism. Why was it necessary to destroy the old social system and
replace it with a new one? Because it had lost its organic unity over time,
because its members and organs began to disintegrate and internal
anarchy set in. The new social system will not be completed until it
becomes an organism. We all know today that this task is the greatest and
most important; we only use to call it differently: we call it the solution of
the social question. The social question - what else is it than the state of
inner social anarchy? The fact that the few possess too much and more
and more, and the majority too little and less and less, that production and
consumption do not balance each other harmoniously, that agriculture and
industry do not complement each other, and all the other great partial
problems of the total complex of the social question, all these are only
expressions of the inner anarchy and disorganization. What force can
overcome this anarchy? Only one: the idea of organization, of organism;
the very idea which we have recognized as the highest, supreme idea of the
militaristic spirit. From this it follows of itself: Only the militaristic spirit can
accomplish this last and greatest task of our time, the solution of the social
question, or what is the same, the organization of the new social system.
That it alone is called to this is today already general knowledge or at least
general suspicion.
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Gitenntnid ober jumindeft allgemeine Abnung. AU die Vor-
{dhldge und Ridytungen, die bdie fopiale Frage [sfen wollen, be-
wegen fid) in bdiefer einen Ridytung. Genoffenfdaftsbewegung,
Goplalismus, K idmug, fie laufen alle auf bies eine binaus:
nur bdie Jdee des Organidmusd fann die Lofung der fopialen Frage
bringen; bie8 aber bebeutet: nur der Geift bes Militaridmus
witd fie und bringen.

DHalten wir und body einmal am Ende unferer Betvadhtungen
ben grofen Entwidlungégang ded Militarismusd vor
QAugen. Jn der Framybfijhen RNevolution wird er proflamiert,
im Napoleonifdhen Heere der erfie Verfud) unternommen, ihn
burdppufiipren. Franfreich ift {ein Geburtsland. G4 war dies
nur natfitli. Sn der erften Beit feiner Entwidlung war feine
Aufgabe cine negative: bdie alte Ordnung su jerftéren. Die
Granydfifhe Revolution vernidtet fie in Frantreidh, Napoleon
vernidhtet fie in gany Guropa. Vei diefem LWerfe aber bediente
fih der Militaridmusd nur feined bemofratifhen Prinyips, das
eben nirgends {harfer ausgebilbet war alf in Franfreidh. Kaum
aber trat ber militariftifhe Geift in bie pweite Epodhe feiner
Entwidlung ein, in die aufbauende, neuordnende, da mufite ex
neuen Geift in fid) aufnehmen; das weite Pringip mupte yum
erften binjutvefen: bad Guborbinationdprimyip. Jn Franfreid)
tonnte e {fih nicht entwideln; der deutfche Geift allein vermodyte
e8 auspubilden; ber militariftifhe Beift findet fortan feine Heim-
ftatte in Deutfbland. 1866, 1870 legt er ben Grunbdftein ju
bem Werle ded TNeuaufbaud: dag Deutfche Reid) wird gegriindet
alg bie ftaatlidhe 3elle, innerhald welder er feine Uufgabe (sfen
wird. Smmer ftdcler wird der militariftifdhe Geift; immer weiteve
Rreife unterwicft ev fidy; alles, wad antimilitariftifh ift in der
Welt, rafft fidh aum legten Kampf gegen ihn auf: der Weltfrieg
wird entfeffelt.

Der Militaridmus wird den Kampf durdyfihren und wird
fiegen. Hnd iwird dbann erft mit voller Kraft an feine eigentlidyen
Aufgaben fdyreiten dnnen: dag neue Gefellidhaftéfpftem aufzu-
bauen und e au einem Organidmusd jufammengufdyliefen,

it der Ldfung diefer grioften aentvalen Aufgabe unferer
Beit wird aber der militariftijhe Geift aud) ein anbdered Jdeal
verwirlligen, bag in unferem Jahrhundert erft eigentlich fidhy ent-
widelt und Vahn gebroden Hat: dag Friebensidbeal. E8
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All the proposals and directions that seek to solve the social question are
moving in this one direction. Genoffenschast movement, socialism,
communism, they all boil down to this one thing: only the idea of the
organism can bring the solution of the social question; but this means: only
the spirit of militarism will bring it to us.

At the end of our considerations, let us keep in mind the great course
of development of militarism. It was proclaimed in the French Revolution,
and the first attempt to carry it out was made in the Napoleonic army. France
is its birthplace. It was only natural. In the first period of its development, its
task was a negative one: to destroy the old order. The French Revolution
destroys it in France, Napoleon destroys it in all Europe. In this work,
however, militarism made use only of its democratic principle, which was
nowhere more sharply developed than in France. But no sooner did the
militaristic spirit enter the second epoch of its development, the rebuilding,
reorganizing epoch, than it had to absorb a new spirit; the second principle
had to be added to the first: the principle of subordination. It could not
develop in France; the German spirit alone was able to form it; the
militaristic spirit henceforth found its glueing place in Germany. In 1866,
1870 it lays the foundation stone for the work of reconstruction: the German
Reich is founded as the state cell within which he will solve his task. The

militaristic spirit becomes stronger and stronger; it subjugates ever wider
circles; everything that is anti-militaristic in the world rises up for the final
struggle against it: the world war is unleashed.

Militarism will carry out the struggle and will prevail. And only then will
it be able to proceed with his real expenses with full force: to build up the
new social system and to combine it into an organism.

With the solution of this greatest central task of our time, however, the
militaristic spirit will also realize another ideal which has actually only
developed and broken through in our century: the ideal of peace.



erfdyeint gewif pavador, jegt nod) an die BVerwirtlihung des
SFriedensgedantens au glauben, paraborer nod), diefe Berwirt-
lidung vom Geift des Militaridmus ju erhoffen. Aber ebenfo
wie id) glaube, bap man gerade in bdiefen Monaten den Glauben
an ben Sinn der Weltgefdhichte mit verboppelter Energie ver-
Hinden foll, fo fdheint e3 mir aud) gut und forberlich, die Hoff-
nung auf bie Realifation be8 Friebensgedantens jest fih au
bewahren und au fidelen. Nur muf diefer Gedante ridhtig
verftanden und nidyt utopiftifh entftellt werdben. Einen ewigen,
abfoluten Frieden filr die gefamte Menfdhbeit fiir moglih 3u
balten, ift naturgemédp finnlos. Denn die gange Menfchheit iblc
nidht pu unferem RKulturfreid, und der Tag witd nody fommen,
an bem unfere Kultur ihren Kampf gegen anbdere jlingeve Kulturen
wird fampfen miiffen. Wohl aber ift man bevedhtigt, auf bie
Herbeiftiprung eined banernden, unverbriihlidhen Friedendzuftandes
innerhald unfeved KRulturtreifed au boffen und einen foldhen fiir
miglich au balten, Lnd nocdh einmal, fo paradboy e8 audy tingt —
gerade vom Giege ded militariftifhen Geiftes ift foldhes au er-
warten. G4 bebarf feiner befonderen Mithe, um u erfennen, dap
in cinem Gefellfdaftsiyftem, bdag dburdy ben militariftifhen Geift
aufgebaut ift und von ihm beherrfht wird, filr den RKrieg fein
Plag mebr ift, weil der Krieg im Wiberfprudh fteht au allen
Leitpringipien und Jdbeen bded militariftifhen Beifted. Dah das
bemotratifhe HUniformierungépringip ben RKvieg vevwirft, bebarf
feines Beweifed; die Demolratie ift von jeher prinpipiell fried-
liebend gemwefen, weil {chier alle Kriege dem Prinyip ber Ungleich-
beit entfpringen, fei e8, dba ein BVolt bad anbdere fih untermwerfen,
{ei e8, bap innerhalb eined Voltes cine RNiaffe die anbere be-
berrfden will. Die Idee der Gleicheit verwirft ben RKrieg al
die Negation aller Gleichheit. Aber audy bas ariftofratifhe Sub-
orbinationdpringip, fonfequent verwirllidt, fiibrt jur Befeitigung
bed Rrieges. 3n ciner Gefellfdaft, in der bas RKritevium fiir
bie Diffevengierung in Herrfher und Beherrfdhte feftgelegt ift,
tann e8 leinen RKrieg mebr geben; benn bder RKrieg ift nidhts
anbered al8 der anardiftifdye Berfudy einer Gruppe, die Herrfdhaft
iiber bie anberen Gruppen an fih ju veifen; wo dbie Verteilung
ber Mad)t nady feften Grundfidgen und Rritevien gevegelt ift,
erfcheint jeder Rrieg als Nebellion, ebenfo wie der BVerjudh einer
AUnaahl von Offisieven, den Oberbefehl einer Armee fich anzu-
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It certainly seems paradoxical to believe now in the realization of the idea of
peace, even more paradoxical to hope for this realization from the spirit of
militarism. But just as | believe that especially in these months one should
proclaim the faith in the meaning of world history with redoubled energy, so
it seems to me also good and beneficial to preserve and strengthen the hope
for the realization of the idea of peace now. Only this thought must be
understood correctly and not be distorted utopistically. To think that an
eternal, absolute peace is possible for the whole of mankind is, by its very
nature, senseless. For the whole of mankind does not belong to our cultural
circle, and the day will come when our culture will have to fight its battle
against other younger cultures. However, one is entitled to hope for the
establishment of a permanent, unbreakable state of peace within our cultural
sphere and to consider such a state possible. And once again, as
paradoxical as it may sound, it is precisely from the victory of the militaristic
spirit that such a thing is to be expected. It requires no special effort to
realize that in a social system built by and dominated by the militaristic
spirit, there is no longer any place for war, because war is contrary to all the
guiding principles and ideas of the militaristic spirit.That the democratic
principle of uniformity rejects war needs no proof; democracy has always
been peace-loving in principle, because almost all wars spring from the
principle of equality, be it that one people subjugate another, be it that
within a people one class wants to dominate another. The idea of equality
rejects war as the negation of all equality. But also the aristocratic
principle of subordination, consistently realized, leads to the
elimination of war. In a society in which the criterion of differentiation
between rulers and ruled is fixed, there can be no more war; for war is
nothing but the anarchistic attempt of one group to usurp the rule of
the other groups; where the distribution of power is regulated
according to fixed principles and criteria, every war appears as
rebellion, just as the attempt of a number of officers to usurp the
supreme command of an army is regarded as rebellion.



eigitenn, al8 Rebellion angefehen witd. Am ent{dhiedenften aber
muf ber milicariftifhe Geift den Krieg verwerfen auf Grund
feiner Hischften Sdee bed Organidmus. Der Gebante bed Organis-
mud und der RKrieg fteben fich al8 unverfshnlihe Gegenfige
gegenitber; feber RKrieg bebeutet Unarchie: jeber Organismus
aber verwirft von Grund aud alled Anardyifdhe, dbamit audy alles
RKriegerifche.

RKuraum: wie man aud) dbagd Problem anfdaut, ftetd wird
man erfennen, bap bdev militariftijhe Geift den RKrieg ablebnt
und eine Gefellfchaft, die von ihm beherridht wird, den Krieg
bejeitigen mup. Jn einer guten Armee ift nidets unmiglicher
alg eine Rebellion; in bder Gefellfhaft, wie fie ber Geift des
Militarismus aufbauen wird, witd der Krieg ebenfo unmiglich
fein wie beute etwa eine Rebellion in ber deutidhen AUrmee.
Der uralte tiefe Gedanle, dap alled BVife ausd fih hevaus bdie
Reifte {Dafft, die es iiberwinden, Tommt Hier wieder ju Ehren:
ber RKrieg bat ben militariftifhen Geift ind Leben gerufen, bder
militariftifhe Geift wird den Krieg befeitigen und das Friedens-
ibeal vertirtlidyen.

AUllein all died find Sulunftdgedbanten, die biev nuv fliidytig
angebeutet werben muPten, um audy fo bdie Liberlegenbeit bdes
militariftifhen Geifted aufpuweifen. Fiiv fest tveten bdiefe Su-
tunftdprobleme vdlig auriid Dinter die alled beherr|henden Erleb-
niffe ber Gegenwart. Erft muff der WMilitaridmus gefiegt Haben;
alled anbere witd fih bann {chon von felbft ergeben. Ale Lehren
ber Gefdyidhte, alle Seidyen der Seit, alle Ertenntnis der Motive
und Gigenarten der Gegner geben und bdie Gewifbeit, dap ev
fiegen wird, DHarren wir alfo in Suverfidht bes LTages, an bem
biefe Gewifbeit aud) von den Millionen, bdie heute nodhy unter
dbem Schlacdhteuf: Nieder mit dem Militaridmus! ihn ju betf,
nidten fudjen, nicht mebr witd beyweifelt werden tnnen.
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Most decisively, however, the militaristic spirit must reject war on the basis of its
highest idea of organism. The idea of the organism and war are irreconcilable
opposites; every war means anarchy: every organism, however, fundamentally
rejects everything anarchic, and thus also everything warlike.

In short, no matter how one looks at the problem, one will always recognize
that the militaristic spirit rejects war and that a society dominated by it must
eliminate war. In a good army nothing is more impossible than rebellion; in the
society which the spirit of militarism will build up, war will be as impossible as, for
instance, rebellion is today in the German army. The ancient profound thought that
all evil creates out of itself the forces which overcome it, comes to honor here
again: the war has brought the militaristic spirit into being, the militaristic spirit will
eliminate the war and realize the ideal of peace.

But all these are thoughts of the future, which had to be only briefly
mentioned here in order to show the superiority of the militaristic spirit. For the
time being, these future problems take a back seat to the all-dominating
experiences of the present. Militarism must first be victorious; everything else will
then arise of its own accord. All the lessons of history, all the signs of the times, all
the knowledge of the motives and peculiarities of the enemy give us the certainty
that it will be victorious. Let us therefore wait with confidence for the day when this
certainty will no longer be doubted even by the millions who today still seek to
destroy it under the battle cry: Down with militarism!
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